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THE END OF THE SOVIETS 


From Moscow there comes the news that a new constitution has been promulgated 


which does away with the Soviets cowpletely as effective government bodies. It is 


Claimed that the Soviets cannot represent "pure" and "true" demooracy and since 
Russia is now liquidating all classes and the regime has nothing further to fear from 
the class struggle, the soviets are no longer needed. The U.S.S.R. is proclaimed as a 
"Socialist State." Now the now constitution is supposed to usher in a "real" democrac 
y better than the Soviet syston. 


State organs superior to Soviets}! We look with eagerness for this new form of 
government. But alas we are doomed to disappointment. What we see is a repetition of 
the bourgeois democracy that oxisted before the Soviets were formed. There are to be 
two Houses, one whose representatives are clected by the people according to torrit- 
orial divisions, the othor to have deputies selected by the leading executive bodics 
of the various republics. Tho representatives are to serve for four years and no new 
Bleotions are to be hold unlcss both bodies disagree, or the government gets a vote 
of lack of confidence, when the parliament will be dissolved and new elections held. 
Thore is to bo a secret balict, freedom of speech and of the press for all and no 
further restrictions barring anyone from tho vote. In all this there is not one inno- 
vation in government structure different from what Western Europe has been accustomed 


to since the French Revolution, 150 years ago. 


Bhat has really happened is that step by step the counter-revolutionary Commuii’ 
ist Party under Stalin is liquidating the Revolution, bringing it back to the days 
when the workers were deprived of power. These manoeuvres in the political field lay 
the base for taking the power away from the workers in the economic field and restor- 
ing the factories and moans of production to the hands of capitalists. 


The essence of the October Revolution when the Bolsheviks under Lenin took powor 
was the substitution of Sovicts for the parliamentary form of government. The Sov- 
iets were the broadest democratic institutions Known to. history. They were not lim- 
ited to workers only, but were open to all the people, workers,soldiers, peasants. 

At first the Soviets were united front bodies for the seizure of power, and for the 
maintenance of the gains of the revolution. In every possible way the bourgeoisic 

and their agents tried to dissolve them. But tho masses hold stubbornly on to these 
organs of insurrection and resistance, by which they took power and created the rev- 


Olution. Now it is Stalin who dissolves the Soviets. It is his mothod of liquidating 


the revolution itsolf, 


After winning power the Soviets grew from organs of insurrection to organs of 


State. They were far superior to ordinary bourgeois democracy. Bourgeois parliaments 


are the means of tricking the magority by the minority. They are instruments by 


which the wealthy are able to hide their dictatorBhip at the same time giving illus- 


ions to the people that all are equal. Bourgeois democracy is the hidden dictator- 
ship of the capitalist class. 


Take the question of two houses in parliament. Why TWO houses? Why not ONE? The 


two house system is the traditional method by which the class struggle has expressed 


itself. In England the House of Lords was controlled by the landlord aristacracy, 
4.6., the old order; the Houso of Commons became controlled by the bourgeoisie and 
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the representatives of the now order, Between the two a bitter fight went on. If 
after the Eh glish Civil Wars the two houses remained, it was beeause both orders 
Qould compromise their interests without earrying on the struggle to the end. But it 
was the House of Commons and not the House of lords that prevailed. 


In the Freneh Revolution no sooner did the people triumph than they did away 
with the two house system introduced by the bourgeoisie and formed a one house body 
ealled the Convention, wyich reflected clesely the situation among the masses during 
those days. That is, those who ¢arried out the bourgeois revolution to the end, as 
far as they could go in those days 150 years ago, abolished the double house system 
as being undemocratio even from a eapitalist standpoint. 


In the American Revolution there was formed a Continental Congress of one chan- 
per during the time of the revolution. After the revolution was over and the bourge- 
oisie was afraid of such outbreaks as the Shays rebellion and the claims the people 
might begin to make, there was introduced a two-chemabered body and the principle of 
checks-and-balanoces. An énd was made of all direet connection between the different 
arms of the government controlled by the people and instead the exesutive, legislative 
and judicial branches were separated and as much as possible removed from the people, 
The Constitution of the United States wag a direct result of the counter-revolutionar- 
y aetivity of the wealthy propertied elements of the country. As muoh as possible 
the will of the people was thwarted in favor of the tiny capitalist minority. 


All this is not new to conscious elements of the working class. The story has 
been *old and retold a thousand times. That is the reason why even Liberals advocated 
the direct election of Senators, the abolition of the U.S. Senate as a body unneces- 
sary and removed from the people, etc. In Europe even béurgeois radicals fought 
against long terms for representatives and for closer connection between rh deputies 
and the people. 


And now Stalin in the name of Bolshevism not only reintroduces the bourgeois 
parliamentary system, but eliminates even its radical improvements. No wonder the oap- 
italist press hails the new ee with joy. It has less democratic features 
even than the U ited States Vonstitution. What is the reason for the two-house sSys- 
tem in Russia? "Throughout the world the two-house sytem was created either as an 
expressionof olass struggle between two elements of the ruling class, or as a method 
of prev enting contro] of the masseqg of workers and peasants. What possible function 
ceuld the two-house shen have in a country where the workers and peasants are sup- 
posed to rule? Is it intended to signify thet the struggle between the masses and 
the property elements in Russia, the lower orders controlling the lower house and the 
property elements the upper house? But this is far from the theory of Stalinian. 
Aecording to Stalinism the Soviets have been abolished because there is no longer any 
Class struggle in Russia and the new system is a step further to a classless society. 
In that case again, we ask, why the two houses? 


We emphasize also the faet that the upper house is NOT eleeted by the people. 
Here is a system supposedly superior to the Soviets, closer to the people and to a 
@lassless society, yet the people have nothing to do directly with the eleotion of 
one of the houses the Council of Nationalities or whatevexy high-sounding name is 
given it. Even in the U.S, the senators are now directly elected. Stalin however in 
Amerieanigzing his politics has gone back to the days before Andrew Jackson. Russia 
falle a century behind the U,s, 


We have to note further that in the Council of Nationalities, all the respect- 
4ve republics, sa long list of them ineluding some never heard of before, ~ are given | 
@qual rights. Georgia, Armenia, Kirghiz,ete. all have equal votes with Great Russia 
and the Ukraine. Thus the most advanced country, Great Russia with ite Moscow and its 
Beningrad, is swamped by the ceuntries of most baekward technique, but reve&tly torn” 
from the most barbarous traditions. 
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Although it 1s an appointed body,removed as far as possible from the people, 
this Gouncil of Nationalities is still equal in power with the elected house. Both 
have equal rights and equal legislative initiative. This is positively worse even 
than in England, where the hereditary House of Lords representing the remains of the 
aristocracy, is at any rate not equal in power to the House of Commons, 


Not merely is the Supreme Council elected for four years, but the Praesidium 
as well, and note the power of the Praesidium. If the Supreme Council has been dis- 
solved before the expiration of its term, the Praesidium preservps its authority un- 
til the formation by the newly elected Supreme Council of a new Praesidium. Elections 
are to be set not more than two months after the dissolution of the old Council or 
the expiration of its term. Another month may elapse before convening the new body. 
Thus we see a possible interval of three months in which the Praesidium (the tight 
Clicque around Stalin, naturally), is the supreme ruling body of the land. Thus the 
way is all paved for a Stalinist directorate of a Robespierre variety leaving the way 
open for a Napoleon or perhapdé we had better say a Hitler. The dangers of this situ- 
ation cannot be overestimated, 


In the lower administration, in the villages, a pretense is made of keeping the 
Soviets. But it is the mere shell of a name that is kept. The representatives are 
elected to these "Soviets" for two years. Not merely this, but decisions of the 
executives of these bodies may at any time be rescinded by the Council of People's 
Commissars of the U,ion Republic. The whole idea of the Soviet State is destroyed 
from top to bottom. No longer is the state in the hands of the toilers, but in the 
hands of experts in statecraft, + completely the bourgeois bureautratic coneeption- 
who are granted by the constitution (article 52) immunity of arrest and prosecution 
without the consent of the Supreme Council. 


Now looking at the judiciary set-up we see further reactionary provisions. 
The Supreme Court is elected not by popular vote but by the Supreme Council. Its 
members hold office for five years (and the public prosecutor for seven years) -one 
year longer than the deputies of the Council, apparently to make sure that if more 
radical deputics are elected, the judges can hold the fort for a year longer. This 
provision holds good in the union and automomous republics as well. Even the so- 
Called "people's courts", though elected by popular vote, are for three years. Article 
112 declares judges to be “independent"and subjoet only to law." Indgpendent of 
what? Surely not of the Stalinist machine. What a mockery of the real people's courts 
the revolution set up in its early days, where the toilers faced their own kind 
behind the bench and workers' common sense was the guiding rule in settling case 
This gudiciary system does not need the wigs of the English nor the rigamarole of 
our courts to make part of a reactionary apparatus. 


One more word about Stalin's glorious constitution. How is to be amended? 
Popular referendum is unthought of. Amendment of this "democratie" constitution is 
acoomplished only by decision of the Supreme Council of the U.S.S.R., and by a major- 
ity vote of not less than two-thirds in each of its chambers including the non-elee- 


tive one. Rigidity and conservatism are now complete. 
‘ Re Rann MOR ME OE Me en ee se 


For over thirty years among the advanced international revolutionists the super- 
iority of the Soviet form of government to the form now established in Russia was 
well recognized. The Soviets first appeared in the 1905 Revolution and were at once 
recognized as the continuation of the form of government put up by the workers in 
the Paris Commune in 1871. When the Soviets reappeared in February 1917 the Bolshev- 
iks w ere the first to recognize the immense superiority of these councils not only 
as instruments of struggle but as fi-ture forms of the dictatorship of the proletari 
at. 

At that time the Communists under Lenin insisted thet bourgeois democracy with 
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its cheoks and balances and separation of powers had to go. The people could not use 
the old machinery set up by the bourgeoisie, but had to smash it. "To SHATTER THIS 
machinery, TO BREAK IT UP, this is the true interest of the "peoplo" of its majority- 
the workers and most of the peasants - this is the preliminary condition of a union 
of the poorest peasantry with the proletarians: while without such a union democracy 
is unstable and socialist reconstruction is impossible".(State and Revolution) 


It was the right wing of the Bolsheviks who never understood the great superior 
ity of the Soviets as instruments of government and who even became strike breakers 
and traitors to the workers on the eve of the October. Revolution. To this right wing, 
Stalin always belonged, although he has tried hard to hide these connections. Before 
Lenin arrived in Russia in April 1917, Stalin had been for a close unity with the 
@pportunist Socialists and for support of the Provisional government. He actually 
praised the conduct of the government in tho war. When Lenin arrived he began to con- 
duct a sharp fight against Stalin, then editor of the Pravda, and put the party on 
the right track. Stalin was forced to keep quiet. 


In October, 1917, Lenin advocated the seizure of power by the Sovists. At that 
time the right wing headed by Kamenev and Zinoviev, Rykov, Tomsky, and the whole 
leading crew now supporting Stalin féught against Lenin. They declared that what 
should be established was a parliamentary system sypported by the Soviets but the 
Soviets should not take full power and abolish parliamentarism. It is interesting to 
reeall the record of Stalin. All during the preliminary days to the indurrection 
Stalin kept away from the headquarters and buried himself as "ediotr". This was reall- 
y a form of sabotage of the work. Then he vtolated the decision of the party by 
printing the counter-revolutionary statements of Kamenev and Zinoviev at the critical 
moment when they gave away the Bolshevik plans to ths police and tried their best to 
break up the \mpending insurrection. When Kamenev was removed from the leading com- 
mittee, Stalin voted against it. When it was decided that Kamenev should have no 
further space in the paper for his viewpoint, Stalin voted against it. Staiin hin- 
self resigned at the critical moment from his post as editor. This is how natters 
Stood on the question of the Soviets taking power and wiping out bourgeois parliamen-~ 
tarism. 

The fight of Zinoviev, Kamenev and Stalin against the Soviet power was not 
merely a question of what form of government Russia was to have, but above all whe- 
ther the workers should take over power and establish hbhe dictatorship of the prolet- 
ariat or not. This was clearly understood by all. The right wing did not want the 
workers to take power, they thought it would be impossible to hold it and that the 
attempt was premature. They did not believe that another civil war was necessary 
and they thought that a combination of parliaments and soviets was good enough as 
reconciling all interests. 


The fact of the matter, however, was that the civil war was inevitable. It 
was impossible to solve the prblems of the country without the workers taking the 
power. It was impossible for them to take the power and yet work through bourgeois 
machinery. They had to form thoir own governmental forms and the Soviets weke those 
forms. In civil war it was impossible to have a checks-and-balances government.It 
would have been fatal to divided responsibility and power, to nave legislation in 
one group and execution of decisions in another. It was impossible to have represent- 
atives elected for long terms. The delegates had to be elected for shorter terms 
and had to be closely tied to the people, capable of testing out the widdom of their 
own decisions by cagrying them out themselves. 


The parlianentary system with its representatives elected for a given number 
of years was part of the system of the bourgeoisie where the state stood apart and 
above the people as an instrument of repression. It was necessary to form a new sort 
of state intimately related to the people, a state that would lay the basis for a 
social order with no state at all, a system where the state would wither away. This 
was precisely the character of the Soviet state. Even though it openly stood for the 
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the dictatorship of the proletariat, this Soviet government ensured much more democra- 
cy than any known bourgeois system. It brought broader masses into participation in 
the government, even the most backward. It foroed responsibility on delegates who _ 
had to carry out their own decisions. Thus the mass of people received new political 
training. This went hand in hand with the extension of the suffrage and with a new 
democratic system in the army. Lenin's ideal of the humblest sorubwoman taking part 

in the government was on the way to being realized. 


Against the idea of all power 60 the Soviets and the smashing of old bourgeois 
parliamentary forms, Zinoviev and Kamenev openly and Stalin more quietly were putting 
forth the program of a "free people's state", a parliamentary state that could be 
taken over by the workers and used to introduce Socialism peacefully and gradually. 
This is now the idea of Stalinism today. 


Of course the official Stalinists will not say that they are retreating and 
giving up the revolution. Open criticism and open discussion is not their way. 
Counter-revolutionary dark elements cannot stand discussion. What they must do is 
to lie as hard as possible to make every retreat look like an immense advance .Thus, 
as they give up the Soviets, as they destroy the very instruments of the October rev- 


olution,they declare that this is no sign of retreat but a great step forward: It is 


a sign there are no more classes in Russia and all are now on an equal plane. 


Here the Stalinists reveal themselves in their true colors as counter-revolut- 
jonary and anti-Marxist in every possible way. First of all, assuming that all should 
now be allowed the vote in Russia, is this ineompatible with the Soviet system? Did 
not all have the vote in the Paris Commune? (although it is true the bourgeoisie fled 
to Versailles and did not exercise it much) Did not all have the vote in the early 
days of the Soviets after they took power in October? Here is what Lenin had to say 
about this:"As I have pointed out already, the disfranchisement of the bourgeoisie 
does not constitute a necessary element of the dictatorship of the proletariat. Nor 
did the Bolsheviks in Russia, when putting forward the demand for such a dictatorship 
long before the Novesigpr revolution, say anything in advance about the disfranehise - 
ment of the@xploiters. This partichlar element of the dictatorship was not born 
according to a plan conceived by some party but grew up Spontaneously in the course 
of the fight." (Lenin: Kautsky the Renegade.) We might add that the die&’atorship of 
the proletariat, that is, the ousting of the capitalists in the means of production 
can take place even though allvote and even though there is a return to the parlian- 
entary form. However, the dictatorship of the proletariat is pretty sick under such 
conditions. 

It was no necessary part of the power of the Soviets that they should dis- 
franchise anybody. That is precbsely one of the great differences between a Soviet 
and, say, a shop committee or trade union body. If Stalin wanted to give the vote to 
the bourgeois or nepman, to the priest, kulak or other capitalist element, he could 
still have done that within the framework of the Soviets. He did not have to destroy 
the Soviet system. However, to keep the Soviets and yet give the vote to the former 
counter-revolutionary elements would not have been easy. The very existence of the 
Soviet was a reminder of class terror, of revolution, of the destruction of bourgeois 
property and privilege. It would have been hard for the anti-prolotarkan element to 
have used the Soviets for counter-revolutionary purposes even though they might have 
slowly and gradually penetrated them to paralyze their revolutionary nature. Ng, it 
was necessary, if the h ourgeoisiex the kulak and nepman were to have a chance to 
destroy the workers, to wipe out the instruments of civil war, to divide the power of 
the people and to block their will. For this it was necessary to wipe out the Soviet 
system itself. 

In their liquidation of the Soviets, instruments of class struggle, the Stal~ 
inists have substituted for them the idea of a "free people's state"®. They forget 
there can be nossuch thing as a"free" state. No state stands for freedom, It is the 
ABC of Marxism that the role and function of the state is to be an instrument of 
oppression in the hands of one class to put down another class. When class rule 
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ceases tc be there will be no state. The state will then wither away. All democracy 
is class democracy. To imagine a classless democracy is to imagine a state without 
class struggles. This is precisely the utopian dream of the counter-revolutionary 
Stalinists. Franklin D.Roosevelt also says Soviets mean classes; the Congress of the 
U.S. is superior to Soviets because it means "pute" democracy and the classlessness 
of a "free" state. Stalin is at one with Roosevelt. (No wonder the C.P.U.S.A. is 
boosting Hoosevelt's re-election.) Stalin, too, affirms that a parliament goes with 
"classlessness". 


The fact of the matter is that the class struggle burns fiercely within Russia 
although the Stalinists try to hide it. The very new constitution foistedm the 
workers shows that their class enemies are Slowly taking the ground uway from the 
proletariat and preparing them for Fascism. By menas of the new constitution, the 
state,far from withering away, becomes an ever sharper instrument in the hands of the 
new agents of the capitalists against the workers. Stalinism is destroying the Oct- 
ober Revolution and putting it back on the basis of the February Revolution, N, long 
er can one say "Defend the Soviet U,ion" since Stalinism has now destroyed the Soviets 
within the union. It seems to be time now again to raise in Russia the revolutionary 
slogan, AAll power to the Sovdats®.. Whatever remains of the October Revolution in the 
property relations must be defended. The workers in the Soviet U,ion must be defend- 
ed, and this can only be done by overthrowing Stalinisn. 
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The destruction of the proletarian revolution now going on under Stalinism 
has beén a long process. Bach time in the name of . pure" democracy it is the work- 
ers democracy that is destroyed while the democracy of the enemy class i8 raised. 
The disintegration of the Soviets has been taking place over a period of years, pav- 
ing the way for their abolition. During the time of the revolution, the heart of the 
soviets, which contained both proletarians and peasants, was made up of the industrial 
workers also organized in the unions and shop committees. To destroy the soviets, it 
was first necessary to destroy the unions and shop committees. Gradually, the unions 
were taken into the state apparatus, the leading organs of the unions were filled 
with bureaucrats of the worst variety, the chief leaders were bribed with posts as 
Red Directors in the factories. The union meetings were taken up solely with methods 
of improvement of production and no longer with the conditions of the workers. The 
Gulmination of this movement was the incorporation of the unions into the State 
apparatus and the prohibition of the right to strike. As the unions withered away 
the shop committees went with them as organs proteoting and defending the workers, 
All that was left of these meetings was the shell made up of the apparatus and Comnun- 
ist party members. 


With the destruction of the heart of the Soviets, namely the proletarian ghop 
committees and unions, it was then possible to weaken the soviets themselves. More 
and more they became mere routine organizations not filled with the freshness of* 
masses eager for struggle, but containing handpicked secretaries and with tho G.P.U. 
or secret police present at every meeting to put down any discussion or criticism 
of Stalinism that might arise. In the days of Lenin while all power was in the handa 
of the Soviets, not all the Soviets were treated the same. The leading role was play - 
ed by the city soviets where the workers organized in shop committees predominated. 
Thus although the soviets were organs of a broad nature representing the whole people 
or the toilers generally, within them the workers demonstrated their control by tak- 
ing the leading position. 


The destruction of the proletarian organizations, however, and their break 
with the peasantry under the zig-zag operations of Stalinism, meant that now the 
Communist bureaucrats could make a firm alliance with the peasantry againal the work- 
ers. This the Stalinists demonstrated by their decisions that henceforth the peasan- 
try would have equal votes with the proletariat, which meant that in a country predom- 
inantly agrarian , the petty bourgeois elements, the peasantry and their petty prop- 
erty friends in the city, would be able to join forces and defeat the workers. Np- 
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longer would there be in the form of government a direct dictatorship of the workers, 
but now the workers weuld have to come to the petty bourgeoisie in the city and in 
the country for permission for act that might lead to Sooialism. Now the worker 
weuld have to kowtow to petty préprty. 


But once the proletariat had been crushed within the Sgu@ets, it was no longer 
necessary to keep the Svoiets themselves. Stalinism had to give the leadership not to 
the rough peasant or kulak but to the polished functionary, the politiciam, the intel- 
lectual, the city ward Yeeler. This could be done only by wiping out of the leader- 
ship the workers within the soviets, then by wiping out the Sgubets, with the same 
cry of "pure" democracy. In parliament the slick crook will control the peasant. The 
state will no longer be run by the people, but by “professional” statesmen. 


Freedom of speech and press mean but one thing, that now a number of parties 
will begin openly to bid for votes. The agents of the bourgeoisie within Russia will 
now put up their own slates and candidates, people who after electien, cannot be re- 
called for four years without the greatest difficulties. As we wrote in April 1935 
(Cass S,ruggle) "The establishment of the secret ballot is designed to permit this 
bureaucracy to build up a new party. It makes no difference that this party will 


take the name "Communist". Already, for a number of years, within and without the 


official Communist party there have been formed the kernels of really two parties, 
one the party of revolution, of the proletariat, of Lenin, the internationalist conm- 
munists, the other the party of the Kulak, of the nepman, of the bureaucrat, of the 
capitalist, the National Bolshevik." 


The Kirov assassination"...has warned the bureaucracy that its stability is not 
very great, that it is becoming more and more isolated from the masses. The bureau- 
cracy now prepares to wage its fight against the workers on a "higher plane" by 
means of consolidating their base threugh an "extension of democracy" to transform 
the dictatorship of the proletariat into the dictatorkhip of the private property 
holder, to change the workers' state into a new form of capitalist state, to change 
the unlimited demooracy of the proletariat into the limited "popular" bourgeois 


democracy as a stepping stone in its course to Fascism." 
eee & ek He hk RR kK he Kk eK OM 


As Stalinism wipes out the rule of the workers in Russia within tke government 
@ lays the basis for the return of the factories to capitalism, as it 

destroys the Soviets, it also destroys the Comunist parties throughout the 
wor.d. I, Russia all the old revolutionary leadership has been wiped out. The Inter- 
nationalist wing has been eliminated, the old comrades of Lenin are in dail. Even the 
society of olf Bglshevika 4s liquidated and the G.P.U., the terrorist arm of the 
revolution is no more. Outside of Russia the C.P. is instructed to fuse itself with 
the Sooialist parties, to enter into Labor Parties or Farmer-Labor Parties and in a 
hundred ways to support the capitalist governments just as the Soviet Union is doing 
on evéry possible front. Today the Staliniat parties have become one of the chief 
bulwarks of the capitalist regime and the greatest enemy withih the ranks of the 
workers. The labor movement eannot advance one inoh, as the events in France, in 
Cuba, in Spain and eveywhere show, without the annihilation of all influence of these 
agents of the bosses. The fight against Fascism, the fight for revolution becomes 
inevitably a fight against Stalinism as well. 


As Stalinism liquidates the Soviets it finds itself face to face with the contr- 
adiction that without a civil war it cannot as yet turn over the factories and means 
of production within Russia to capitalism. Stalinism can only fulminate and prepare 
and grind its teeth but it is too wweak to hand over the power directly to the capit- 
alists.Internationally it is faeed with the same dilemma. It can help destroy the 


revolutions in France, in Spain, in Germany, in Cuba, in China and elsewhere, but in 
the course of its activity it comes headlong against the very foroes raised up and 
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inspired by the Russian Revolution. Just as Stalinism without vivil war eannot restor@ 
capitalism within Russia, so oan it not destroy the influence of Leninism and the 
Russian Revolution outside Russia. The very sympathizers of the Russian Revolution 
must now fight Stalinism; the very adherents of. the Third International under Lenin 
must now form a Fourth International to carry on the work of Lenin, 


By putting an end to the Soviets Stalinism has given a blow of the worst sort to 
the world proletariat and has completely isolated the Soviet Union from the masses. 
This weakening of the Soviet Union in turn will only awaken the Russian masses still 
more sharply once war is on the order of the day and the Russian workers will be 
called upon to defend the gains of the revolution. 4s the Russian proletariat revives 
its power and influence it must bend all its might for the removal of Stalinism. 
Again the slogan will resound:"All power to the Sgpiets!" The efforts of Stalinism 
to bind the functionaries tegether with the peasantry will then be doomed to failure. 
Stalinism cannot make of the bankrupt peasant class a class that dan defeat the 
workers. Only the bourgeoisie united with the peasants could do this and there is 
no bourgeoisie of importance within Russia but only the Fascists outside. Here, then, 
is the fatal weakness of the counter revolutionary efforts of Stalinism. It has no 
powerful bourgeoisie witnin the country. It has only @ class of backward peasants 
that cannot take power by itself and is used to bein g led by the workers. Outside 
is the bourgeois Fascist that can really wipe out the proletarian revolution. But in 
the meantime between them stands the Russian worker. Onee war is deelared , the work- 
er must reconquer his place. He must unite with the peasant. He must make efery 
effort to destroy Stalinism. in this with the help of those adhering to the Fourth 
International throughout the world, he will be successful. 


DESTROY THE BLACK LEGION ? 


A new Ku Klux Klan has come to light, as deadly and abominable as the old, 
A black foree that commits seeret murders and beats labor organizers to death. A 
monster dangerous to lLahor which Labor must find how to destroy. 


Very suddenly the Blask Legion was exposed through the murder of the unfort- 
unate Chas. Poole, young W.P.A. worker, father of a new-born baby. But the Legion 
had existed for years before. Nobody knows how many cowardly deeds can be traced to 
it. The finger had been pointed at it very definitely a few years ago in Detroit, 
where murders of radical labor organizers were committed. But no action was taken, 
Now a part of the body of the monster is uncovered and a show is made of attacking it 
by sending Trigger Man Dean up for life. But the Legion still lives, Its black 
work will go on. 


At first sight the nature of the crime which unoovered the order seems to 
brand it as an organization of degenerates. Word was spread around amon g the 
blood-brotherhood:"Poole is ill-treating his wife." And a spirit of vengeance was 
whipped up that reminds one of witeh-burning days in Colonial Massachusetts. Ono 
might think the members of the band that set out to "get" Poole and who finally kill 
him were models of the pure life themselves. But investigation shows that Dean had 
lived with several women, and one of his deserted wives claims he illtreated her. 
From the peint of view of strict morality he wag loose enough himself. 


We see here a picture of people who are positively rotting away. There is 
something disgusting in this sordid prying tnto the sex life of neighbors. It is 
brainless, like the blood and thunder rigamarole used to bind members to the organi- 
zation. We have to ask, what sort of people are these who belong to sueh an order, @ 
a band whose members are sworn to die rather than reveal its secrets, and whose 
purpose is to persecute its own members as well as outsiders, to "get something on 
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some one", to "put some on on the spot", to beat, terrorize and mrder. It is not 
surprising that Dean turned State's evidence, as the whole organization apparently 
was given over to spying one upon the other. 


‘Even though a certain number of workers had been forced or cajoled by jobs 
into joining the outfit, still the influential members were all either civil service 
employes, or petty efficials, police, prison guards and so on. These were the leader- 


Ship. Suoh people in former years were busy getting ahead in life, were thinking 


about a new car or a new parlor suite to please the wife. Now the erisis has put an 
end to their good living. Hard times have settled dewn for good. These third rate 
Babitts now see nothing ahead of them and they stagnate, stewing in their own juice 
One Arthur Lupp, a Detroit milk inspector who was a"chief reeruiting officer" of the 
legion and is now charged with fourteen others of one of its crimes, has declared: 
"You must remember that during this depression there was this condition: many men 
were depressed. They had no purpose in life. They were floundering around. This or 
ganization gave them an interest in life." These elements do not, like the working 
class, engage in a struggle for the betterment of humanity, but instead they become a. 
prey to all sorts of crack-brained viciousness. Secret night-riding, blood~curdling 
oaths, lascivious prying into how so-and-so treats his wife, these are the results. 


But all this is the light side of the Black Legion. The murder of a Chas. 
Poole is just a tid-bit for this outfit. Its possibilities include something much 
more threatening. Let us recall some events which happened in Detroit a few years 
ago, after the unemployed had made their heroic march on the Ford plant and five 
workers were killed. This event was followed by a reign of terror where anti-labor 
spirit was whipped high by a Citizen's Committee (a vigilante arm of the Detroit 
Chamber of Commerce). A policeman, one "Peg-Leg" White, was in the employ of this 
Citizen's Committee. White and two other men at one time went to the office of a 
service man(labor spy) employed by the Hudson Motor Co., and told him a certain 
worker in the Hudson plant, John Blelak by name, and four other workers were agitat- 
ing for a union, were sabotaging production, and were Communists. The three visitors 
said they belonged to a seoret order which had as one of its objectives the suppres- 
sion of Communists. This visit came to light later when the body of Bielak, then a 
member of the A.F.L. United Automobile Workers was found beaten to death by a road- 
side, a sta ck of union applieation cards under his head. There was also the murder 
of Geo. Marchuk, treasurer of the Communist Auto Workers Union, who was found murder- 
ed in a ditch near Lineoln Park (one-time K.K.K. stronghold) in 1933, and algo the 
bombings of union he&dquarters and of several strikers’ homes in the recent Mtor 
Products strike. The last-mentioned crime was charged by the United Auto Workers and 
the Farmer Labor Party to the Black Legion. Within more recent days we reeall the 
horrible flogging and torture of Shoemaker and his friends in Tampa ,Florida& the 
murder of Walter Ligett in Minneapolis. While these have not been lihked up with the 
Black Legion, they are very similar in charaoter to its aets. Now lately has cone the 
terrible beating of Sherman H.Dalrymple, organizer for the United Rubber Workers in 
Gacggn, Ala. This last case has been definitely connected with the Legion by terror 
in Akron following Dalrymple's return there, accompanied by the burning of fiery 
cresses. 

Here we see elearly the dangerous anti-labor role that is played by the order. 
We see its connections with the police and with the seoret spy and terror system of 
the trusts. Even though many of its members are driven into it and kept in it by one 
motive alene: fear, and may be quite blank as to the real scope of the organization, 
even though its fitual is made up of hysteria and threats, mingled with lurid patriot. 
ism, yet the anti-labor, anti-Nogro, anti-Communist trend is plain enough to anyone 
observing the acts of the group. And just as raeketeering is so closely connected wit 
"legitimate" business that they can hardly be told apart, and racketeering cannot be 
rooted out nor even exposed in full beoause its methods are too like that of the 
trusts, so this outlaw mob, the Black Legion, dovetails with the system of lahor 
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squads,agents provocoateurs and thugs which the heavy industry employers have develop 
ed to crush the attempts of the unskilled workers to form mass organizations. In the 
present period, when company unionism is the policy of the trusts and when persecu- 
tion by the authorities is fiercer than ever against militant workers, the Black 
Legion can be very useful to the bosses in fighting any union, inoluding the A.F.L. 


It was reported, and it is fitting enough, that a meeting held by the Legion 
in Detroit was addressed by a Russian White Guardist, some former prince, general or 
what-not. No doubt he told a mouthful of the methods of the Black Hundreds with which 
the Czar in the name of the autocracy took blood revenge for every strike, every 
demonstration, every uprising of the Russian masses. 


The violence of the Black Legion is nothing new in America. There has been a 
thread of terrorism and brutal mob action here that runs straight down from the found 
ing of the country. First the despoiling, robbing and killing off of the Indians, 

_ then the posses to lynch cattle thieves and other marauders on the frontier before 
there were sheriffs or any other state officers to represent the law; then the K.K.K. 
in the South after the Civil War to crush the rising power of the Negroes; since then 
continual lynchings of Negroes and labor organizers, Vigilante Committees and Citizen 
's Committees set up either to take the law into their own hands where the State was 
weak, or, where there is a strong state, with police and courts at its disposal, to 
work under cover to repress labor whenerer it attempts to fight for itself. At the 
same time labor has its own traditions of direct action in resisting the violence the 
employers and their agents have used against it. 


The Black Legion is a modernized successor of the Ku Klux Klan. The Klan flou- 
rished chiefly in the countryside. It originated in the South as a terror band in 
the interests of the Southern Bourbon landowners. The Black Legion is strong in the 
centers of heavy industry, aytomobile towns, steel towns, rubber towns. The worker 
membership of the B.L. has been obtained by using the organization's influence to 
obtainjobs for its members and by discriminating against those not members. Naturally 
it has not auch a clear-out ideology that its anti-labor purpose can be distinguished 
by these workers at once. And furthermore, they are the type newly come from the 
country, Southern hill-billies who have no experience in industry nor in labor org- 
anization, who are not class conscious and who have themselves traditions that fit in 
with the Legion rituel. It is quitegossible , too, that the money and pwwer of the 
autemobile and rubber bosses are behind the group and that the recruiting of worker 
members is definitely a policy to split the ranks of labor. : 


One can easily imagine the role of a Black Legion or similar group if Fascism 
comes to power here. Not that it is itself a Fascist organization, but it is made to 
order for the purpose of Fascism- to use the middle class, especially its lower sec- 
tions that are vegetating and degenerating under the crisis, to crush workers’ organi- 
zations in the interests of the big trusts. The lurid mumbo-jumbe of the Legion fits 
in wonderfully well, too, with Fascist ideology which everywhere stresses ritual, 
emotion rather than thought, blind devotion to country and leader, blind hatred 
against whoever is designated to be hated. It s members are being groomed in such 
little try-outs as the Poole murder to suppress every remnant of decency in themselve 
and to be ready to beat, torture, kill, at the bidding of a Fascist power. 


The organized workers can see that the Black Legion threatens them more than it 
does any one else. The big question is, how to fight this monster? Can the law 
fight it? The law will sentence one man, Dean, and possibly a few others. The chances 
areg that is the last we shall hear of any prosecution. It is hardly reasonable to 
expect the law to handle it, when the publie prosecutor himself is suspected of being 
an official in the Legion. There are no legalistic methods that can deal with a 
thing like this. This is a case where force has to be net with force. The necessary 
steps are first to form secret defense bodies of class conscious workers, second to 
send reliable people into the legion to learn its plans and its leaders, and third tp 
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g-ve these officials a taste of their own medeoine. This case is very similar to that 
of tis lynching of the Negroes. We have always said"Lynch a few of the lynechers and 
theys will be@little hesitation next time when the mob gathergfor its victim." That 


_-is why wo support the slogan"Lynch the lynchers of the Negroes and poor toilers.?® 


Only foold@ imagine that we can get rid of violence in American life by praying, 
or by educating people, or by passing bills in Congress. Violence has been going on 
for 300 years, in spite of all the laws passed, all the prayers offered up and all 
the petitions circulated. What the workers have to do is to_change the direction of 
the violence. Instead of the workers always being the victims, let some of the police, 
the spies, the Black Legionaires, the factory foremen, tho plantation overseers and 
other f4eemeds of the boss class feel the heavy hand of labor. Turn the violence 


against the enemies of labor. 


Now the question arises, who will organize labor to destroy the Black Legion® 
and similar terroristic anti-labor groups? The w&nigns are the biggest working class 
group and it should be their duty to do the fob. Byt the unions cannot do it. The 
reason is that the bureaucracy in control of the un¥ons is itself too much mixed up 
with racketeering and gansterism to be able or willing to tackle a job of this nature 
The proverb: "Sot a thief to catch a théef" falis down here. Noither can those polit- 
ical twins, the Sooialist Party and the Communist Party, do it. Tho Comaunist Part; 
has gone so respectable that the workers can no longer look to it for the sort of 
fight that is needed. NOw the °©.p. supports Roosevelt, itgaupports the People's 
Front governments to defeat Fascism. Pacifism, legalism, the ballot, these are its 
methods now, just as in the S.P. Lot us take up some of the arguments the C .P. 
members and others give agdinst the sort of aotion we propose. 


First, that there are workers in the Black Legion and in the lynching mobs in 
the South. How oan workers fight aginast workers? (These comrades conveniently forget 
that they themselvss were using fists a few years ago and even black jacks against 
the members of the C.L.S. and other opposition Communist groups.) The answer to this 
argument is that in dealing with the B.L. and in making an example of its leaders, if 
is naturally the poliee elements and similar types that would be selected, not the 
occasional worker who is probably being held there against his will. Now as to the 
lynching mobs in the South. Mest lynchings take place either in the countryside or 
in very small towns. It is plain that workers cannot forn the base of lynch mobs 
there. It is the property owners who are behind the lynch mobs, who instigate then, 
and around them gather the plantation overseers and drivers, the storekeepers, the 
hangers-on of the village, the doubtful elements. The ones to make an example of, 
are again, the propertied people, the boss elements. For the workers or popr farners 
who in their ignorance are drawn into these things, we have to rely on the experience 
of the olass struggle to teach then. 


Then there is the argument: "The slogan ‘Lynch the lynchers of the Negroes and 
poor toilers' and the reliance on terror to fight the B,ack Logion is anarchistic,. 
The workers do not want individual aots of terror, but organized action." Exactly, 
that is just what we want also. We have never demanded individual acts of vengeance. 
The defense groups we eall for are organized bodies of the working class, acting out 
of olass-conscious motives, subject to the strictest working class discipline, and 
preferably organized with the help of such a body as the Negro Chamborof Labor or 
some militant union. 


Finally, the argument comes out:"Violence is a fascist-method. If we tell the 
workers to use violence, are we not also becoming fascist?" Now the cat is out of, 
the bag. The answer to this argument is the question?"Do you want to fight or don't 
you?" There is the dividing line in the labor movement today, and this question mudt 
be plainly answered. This argument does not represent the spirit of the Arierican 
workers today, as the many militant strikes being waged against brutal repression, 
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testify. The answer of the rubber workers t6|Gadiden, Ma. atrooity was a erusade of 

5000 armed men, union men from Akron, ready to maroh down to Alabama to avenge Dal- 

rymple. Only the pleading of the seared S.F.L. leaders held them back. 


Of course, violence used by the workers to defeat the bosses is not fascisn. 
Fascism is a system definitely in support of the bosses, crushing the workers. The 
methods to defeat fascism are the methods to defeat capitalism. Capitalism cannot be 
defeated by peaceful means, only by struggle. And struggle does not mean simply 
struggle on the barricades in some dim far-off day. It means struggle here and now, 
wherever the workers are attaeked. Only this way will labor ever become strong 
enough for the final defeat of capitalisn. ; 


It is fain that the so-called "labor" political mrties are shackles on the work 
ers' militant spirit, and that the workers will have to cast aside these barriers and 
organize themselves anew for a real fight against terror and fascism. The Communist 
League of Struggle and the Negro Chamber of Labor stand ready to do their part. 


ALL THESE PARTY CONVENTIONS 
1. Collectivism vs. Rugged Individualism 


There should be a record vote in November, even greater than the last presi- 
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dential vote. Furthermore, the issues have beon politicalized, through the experienaes 


of the masses in the past four years. The Roosevelt vote in 1932 was anti-Hoover and 
anti-depression. It was a mass protest agdinst the privations and horrors of the 
orisis. It could scarcely express confidence in Roosevelt since the New Deal was ther 
unborn and nobody knew what the new President's policies would be.N ow there has been 
not only experience but a mass of disoussion pro and con. The oards are on the table. 


The Roosevelt administration is concentrating its propaganda on its welfare 
and relief work. Red white and blue signs have been placed prominently on all the 
W.P.A. projects. Movies are being shown illustrating the "great" achievements in re- 
lief and public works. The Democratic Party platform fairly sings in praise of the 
w onderful benefits the New Deal has brought the country. We have to pinoh ourselves 
to make sure we are still here in Amerioa. The picture of reality was so different. 
It is plain Roosevelt is running on promises to continue the New Deal in all its 
essential features. The program is non-committal on the question of the N.R.A. The 
brief paragraph on Business promises to keep the American business man on the road to 
"freedom and prosperity" on which it has supposedly led him. We can assume that some 
modified form of the N.R.A. may be reintroduced. If not, the promise of prosperity 
relies solely upon continuance of government expenditures to replace the normal jobs 
which it is plain industry cannot provide for the still vast armies of the unemployed. 


Humanitarianism is the keynote of this program. Aifl for the blind, the crippled 
the unfortunate, the orphaned, the old. Government aid for the unemployed, for the 
youth, for the business man, for the farmer. The government is pictured as a kind 
father taking the whole country under his benevolent protection, chasing the kidnapers 
away from the wealthy, snatching the workingman'’s wife and children out of the sweat- 
shops, saving the farmers from ruin, all with a broad liberal impartiality. Monoplies 
and concentration of economic power, those creations of the Republican Party, are to 
be stamped out by law. Government expenses are to be determinedly reduced. 


The Republican Party pictures the country in dire peril, dishonored and betray- 
ed by the government itself. Its campaign has concentrated against two main aspects 
of the Roosevelt administrations the vast expenditures and secondly the great inoreas¢ 
in Presidential powers, The Republican platform accuses the New Deal of allowing power 
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of Congress to be usurped by the President, of violating the rights and liberties of 


_ American citizens, of passing laws contrary to the constitution, of frightful waste 
and extravaganoe, of flaunting the authority and integrity of the Supreme Courth etc. 


The Republican Party pledges itself to main&éain the American system of national 
and local self-gov ernment, to support the Supreme Court and the American system of 
free enterprise and private competition. It promises to remove all restrictions on 
production in order to permit reabsorption of the unemployed, to abandon all New Deal 
poligies that raise production costs and increase the cost of living, to withdraw the 
government from competition with private payrolls. 


It promises to return the responsibility for relief a dminstration to non-pol- 
itical local agencies, and to undertake public works only apart from the relief admin- 
istration. It promises to eliminate monopoly, and to balance the budget, and to col- 
lect the outstanding war debt. As a final note it harks baok to its first platform of 
1856 with an appeal to good old American individualism, 


Now let us get down to brass tacks. 


First, the most important problem confronting any adminstration is the crisis 
How to restore prosperity. In this both parties are equally bankrupt. The Republicans 
have no more to offer than Hoover, under whose rule the country fell into very dire 
straits. Two very different solutions are offered, neither of which can restore the 
economy of the country to "normal". The Roosevelt scheme is through government sub- 
sidies and public works, artificially to attempt to restore the market, the buying 
power of the masses. Experience has proved that this scheme does not work, that it 
Simply creates a vast mass of people, probably as high as fifty millions, who live 
directly or indireotly off the government. Is this a solution? The public debt piles 
up higher than ever before in history. I+ has now reached $33,913,000,000. The govery, - 
ment money is thrown into a bottomless pit from which it can ne ver be drawn out and 
into which ever more and more must he dumped. 


The Republicans propose to return flatly to the methods of Hoover. According 
to them, it is the restrictions which the New Deal placed upon business that have 
hampered it, preventing recovery.They will restore business to the old individualist 
basis of private enterprise. But 18 wasplain as daylight under Hoover that private 
enterprise had fallen down completely, that it was impossible for factories to run 
w thout sufficient market to absorb their goods. It is madness to propose to solve 
the crisis by these methods. 


As for the unemployed, the Republicans would return them to private charity. 
What this means can be readily understood by recalling the latter part of 1932 and 
1933 - homeless men sleeping in doorways, bread lines blocks long, beggars with out- 
stretched hands on the city streets ("Buddy, can you spare a dime?" )down-and-out col- 
onies living in houses made of tinacans on the outskitts of every town; whole familie 
vagabonding up and down the country in search of a living; starvation rampant through 
out the country. 


The election of Landdn, with the policies of "rugged individualism" put into 
effect, would greatly intensify the class struggle. There would be a ruthless slash- 
ing of wages("removal of restrictions on business" "abandonment of the New Deal polic- 
ies that raise roduction costs" ). There would be a drive to smash the A.F.L.accompah — 
ied by an outbreak of strikes from one end of the country to the othor, such as we 
have not yet seen. The unemployed, cut off from relief, would again come out in demon- 
strations and riots in the proportions of 1931 am@ 32. There wuld very soon be such a 
political crisis that the administration would find no way out but to turn to the 
despised Rooseveltian collectivism - to national control and regulation, to government 
relief. 
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The fact is that capitalism is in the same crisis all over the world, and the 
experience of the class internationally is that the only way out for them is to insti- 
tute fascism, - that is, national collectivism in the interests of big capital, ruth- 
lessly crushing the working olass and the lower middle classes; strict government reg- 
ulation of the esonomic, the politioal and social life of the nation. An open dictat- 
orship of capital. 


Roosevelt's New Deal in America paved the way for such a regime. It introduced 
the collectivist elements; the concentration of power in the hands of one man; tho 
growing insignificance of Congress; the regulation and control of business, wages and 
labor conditions by the Federal government. Byt Roosevelt did all this peacefully, 
and -according to himself and many others- constitutionally. There was no powerful 
threatening labor movement that had to be suppressed. Therefore his plans were blended 
with peternalism and with a liberal attitude that inoluded protection to the A.F.L. 
(at the same time that company unions were allowed to grow and flourish) and gostures 
of fighting such evils as child labor and sweat shops. These gestures were accompanied 
by tremendous brutality in repressing all the strikes which the workers were forced 
to launch in order to protect their living standard. 


A great development took place along the lines of regimenting labor through 
the relief systom with its investigations and its waiting on line at the relief offis 
as well as through the work projeets and the CCC camps for the youth with their semi- 
military discipline. At the same time there has been a decline in morale of the unem- 
ployed due to the very same causes. The whole relief and public works system is cal- 
culated to break. down the spirit of the workers. The boondoggling may become respons— 
ihle for a real deterioration in some seetions of thé working class, especially the 
youth. 

The class struggle is bound to become sharpened ho matter which way the elec~ 
tions result. The New Deal has created antagonistic groups among the bourgeoisie it- 
self, culminating.in the deolaring unconstitutional of the N.R.A. and the A.A.A. by 
the Supreme Court. It is this hostile movement, based on the failure of the N.F.A. t 
to work in any sense of tho word, that has brought about the revival of the Republic 
an Party. Even though the New Deal meant a great increase in profits for certain sec- 
tionsof the capitalists, thebig trusts and the banks, yet even for them the New Deal 
has terrors. Federal regulation begins to look very much like nationalization of ind- 
ustry. The big bourgeoisie is not yet ready for fascism here. And when they are ready 
it will be neither the benevioent Roosvvelt nor the rugged individualist Landon that 
will fill thebill for them. Several stages must be gone through yet before fascism 
immediately threatens in the U.S. 


Me Me eR eK OR eo 


2. Third Party Movements 


The Labor Party, or the Farmer Labor Party, have not made much progress be- 
yond the localized activity of the last predidential election, There has been no mass 
support bekwk&d the movement in the unions. And now the committees of the A.F.L. bureau- 
crats, Labor's Non-Partisan Leagues, is throwing its support behind Roosevelt. This was 
to be expected. Roosevelt means jobs. He means the Labor Relations Boards, with posts 
in the government and protection for the A.F.L. officialdom. That every strike since 
the New Deal has brought forth the state's armed forces, that the steel industry is 
even now preparing to resist to the hilt the A.F.L. attempt to organize the steel 
workers within their fold, apparently makes tho impression on such gentlemen as Dubin- 
sky, Geo, Berry, J,hn L.Lewis and otherg. It is the rank and file workers in their or- 
ganizations who have to face the tear-gas bombs and the machine guns, not they. Their 
jobs go on. 

Meanwhile a third party of quite a different character has appeared. Under 
the protection of Father Coughlin the Union Party has been launched, with the probable 
support of the Share-the-Wealth movement and the Townsendites. Coughlin is generally 
congededto be a sort of Fascist forerunner, yet we would hesitate to call the Union 
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_ Party fasoist. There is in fact something very phoney about this Union Party. For ex- 


ample, every point but one of the fifteen points in its program begins with the word 
"Congress". Congress is to enact all the measures by which the Union Party would re-- 
form the country. This is eertainly not a fascist tendency. Fascism wipes out legis- 
latures entirely. It is significant that of the two major parties, neither stresses 
Congress or talks about restoring its powers. The Republican Party boosts the Constit- 
ution and the Supreme Court, Roosevelt the centralized Federal government, which mean 
himself and his clicque. 


The Union Party platform contains vague demands for Congress to legislate a 
living wage and production at a profit for the farmer. Cangress is also tosee that 
the youth can earn a decent living and that ineome and inheritances are to be limited 
It calls for proteetion of small industry and private enterprise and for control ad 
desentralization of monopolies. Control of monopolies was a strong point in eaoh of 
the other two platforms, which proves nothing except that the middle class is still 
the principal voting one, and must get promises if nothing else. 


On the whole, so empty is theplatforn of the Union Party that we are inclined 
to believe there is truth in the current report that it is being financed by anti- 
Hew Deal forces in order to draw some of the vote away from Roosevelt and give Landon 
a break. Of course this does not mean that Coughlin with his usual propaganda is not 
a force preparing for fascism and a rank enemy of labor. 


x ee wR eee en 8 
3, The Split in the Socialist Party. 


The split in the ranks of the Socialists will put the S.P, out of the running 
in so far as obtaining any considerable number of votes is concerned. Furthermore it 
means the beginning of the end of the Socialist movement. The split is not a progress- 
ive one as is clai.ed by the Stalinists and others, but rather part of a prowess of 
disintegration.It is not such a split as took plade in 1919, which clarified revolu- 
tionary principles and separated those standing for the dictatorship of the proletar- 
iat from the elements standing for peaceful, gradual evolution. Of course there is 
some difference in tendeney betwoen the corrupt Old Guard and themore progressive else- 
mentsnow in control of the S.P. The Old Guard may be classed ag conservative social- 
democratic and the present S.P. as very mild centrist. The Old Guard , chiefly based 
on the New York State organization and centering around the Rand School and the Jew- 
ish Daily Forwartz, formed itself into a Soeial-Denooratic Federation, whioh then pro- 
oceeded to hatch a People's Party. There we leave it to rot in pease, the only future 
possible for it. 


The S.P. is still far from unified, even though it has got rif of the Waldmang 
and the Algernon Lees. This is evident from the declaration that for some states tne 
"Socialist Call" is the official party organ while others merely give it support. The 
Maryland "Leader" immediately after the convention came out with a statement that the 
Social-Denocratie Federation was the basis for a new, sound social-democratic labor 
party in America, and that the S.P.was headed for the scrap-heap. The next issue dec- 
lared the Maryland Party adhered to the S.P. while declaring its right to criticize. 
This revised editxngial statement declares the Maryland Leader believes the suspension 
of the N.Y. State charter was illegal and unjast. It deslares itself in principle for 
the industrial union form of organization, but is for working for this by education 
within the A.F.L.(in other words is against the Industrial Union Committee which the 
S.P. is supporting.) Non-commitally they state they are for indepen dent political 
action by the workers, but are not for any outside pressure to obtain the same. Wheth- 
er this is meant to be against the Farmer-Labor Party idea which the S.P. supports is 
not clear. Finally they declare that internationally, they adhere to the"principles 
of the Labor and Socialist International and not to the self-styled ‘lefts'or "milit- 
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ant ' fraction, who represent a very small minority in the Sogialist and labor move- 
ment in most of the countries where the labor movement is powerful.® 


There are Lovestoneites and Trotskyists in the present S.P. Thera are conserv- 
ative elements like the Milwaukee orowd md liberal intellectuals like Norman Thomas . 
Such a mix-up can easily be a source of further splits. Already Maurer Mas left the 
party, declaring he cannot remain with Communists. Other right wing elements must 
follow. I, attempting to conciliate all, Thomas will lose most of what he has. 


The program and platform of the S.P. now are less revolutionary than previous 
platforms put out by the Mylitants and the Revolutionary Policy Comittee. Conoess 
fons have evidsntly been mais to the more conservative elementsin order to keep them 
and if tho lefis have any infiuence it is no%t to be seen in the platform. There is a 
very dedided deglacation against armed insurrection and not a word in the whole docun 
ent for the dictatorhsip of the proictariat. Coupled with this is a demand for Congress 
to pass legislation enabling the govervuuens to rationalize the industries. This at 
any rate is what we concluie from the rather vague statement "supporting a Farmers' 
and Workers' Rights Amenduén*% ending tha usurped power of the Supreme Court to deelar 
legislation unconstitutional and granting the power to acquire and operate industries 
To whom such power is to he g-anted is not stated. Since the first part of the state- 
ment plainly supports Roosevei.% fand tne platform also oalls for continuance of public 
works and for a six billion dollar grant by Congress to continue relief) we can 
suppose the power to acquire and cperate industries is to be granted to him. 


Now comes a paragrey h clearly indicating a complete lack of Marxist under- 
standing and of revolutionary principle. "Social Ownership. We propose the social 
ownership and democratic coniccl of the mines, the railroads, the power industry and 
other key industries, and the recognition in all public industries of the right of 
Collective bargaining." What is this "social ownership"? Not workers' ownership, mind 
you. What can social ownership be while the capitalist system still prevails, if not 
government ownership by the capitalist class, in other words, state gapitalism ? What 
other possible soical or political <gency is there whereby ownership could be express- 
ed? There is not a word here of class relationships, not a word of the necessity to 
change the property relationships. 


The only "social ownership " Marxists can talk about in their platforms is 
that accomplished after the bourgeois state machine has been destroyed from top to 
bottom and the workers have seized the factories and other means of prodweation and 
driven out the employers. Byt there is not a word in tnis platform about destroying 
the bourgeois m&ate machine. Taditional demands towards the revolution are of course 
permissible and necessary, suoh as "Workers' Control over Production" . But this is a 
demand which gives no illusions about the capifalist state, and furthermore it s such 
a demand that if carried out, would lead the workers to push the revolution on to its 
fullest conelusions. These paragraphs betray Marxism and brand the S.P. as no more 
than just a social-demosratio party, with the same old illusions in the state and in 
the possibilities of obtaining socialism by .4*. * voting the party into power. The 
whole declaration .% reeks of pacifist, legalistic methods. 


Illusions in the state are further strengthened by a whole list of Utopian 
demands calling for labor legislation that will do away with company unions, with 
Company spying and private guards and gunmen, use of police and other armed forces in 
labor disputes, for abolition of all laws interfering with civil liberties; for con- 
stituional guarantee to the Negro of full social, political and economic equality(!). 
There is not one word however to indicate that to obtain such demands is imposdible 
under capitalism, just as there is not a word of how to struggle conoretely to abolish 
capitalisn. 

The &.P. "left" has hollered a lot about being for discipline, yet we 
notice a provision has been enacted that state groups have full jurisdiction over 


i .” 
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_ Membership and expulsions (accountable to the NEC) This looks like a rather desentral. 

ized organization to us. No doubt this provision was necessary to keep wobbling state 

_ groups as have only one foot in the Thomas S.P. and are ready to pull out at a moment 
"gs notice. The national chairmanship has also been abolished. 


The position on the war question is thoroughly paoifist. Norman Thomas the 
liberal has had full swing here. The whole resolution reeks with illusions as to the 
possibility of abolishing war through peaceful, graduad means. “We will unitedly 
seek to develop trustworthy working class instruments for the peaceable settlement of 
international disputes and conflicts." This gives a damnable illusion that workers 
have anything whatsoever to say about international disputes so long as they live 
under the capitalist state - that they are anything but pawns on the chess-board of 
dplomacy and fodder for the cannons of Big Business, It was only after the workers 
made the October Revolution in Russia that they were able to obtain peace for their 
country. A general strike is propesed in case of war " so that war will become a prac- 
tical im possibility." This illusion is even more fatal than the others since it has 
a nilitant appearance, yet fails completely to take into account the circumstances 
under which war is deelared and the population mobilized. The bourgesisie has means to 
make a general strike impossible at the beginning of a war when jingoism with all the 
authority of governrent behind it stampedes the population into the war. It has an 
infinite resource of power and propaganda as well as force. It is only later when the 
sufferings have eaten into the people that we ean expect mass outbreaks against the 
war. » Even then the general strike, unless turned into an armed insurrection, cannot 
turn back the Jyggernaut wheels of militarisn. 


There is no international position taken in the program, no ahalysis of either 
the second or third international, and the the question of international affiliation 
is not mentioned. Neither is the Soviet Union discussed, except to calil for friendly 
relations with it. Here too we have to say, there are too many opinions for all to 
be satisfied. 

One final word. The composition of the new NEC is enlightening for those who 
think the S.P, is a party for labor. Of eleven members, only four are connected with 
unions( one of them with the Teachers Federation). There are no less than four 
attorneys and two college professors. The eleventh member is Norman Thomas. Of four 


alternates, one is an attorney and the others are S.P. organiz8rs. 
MME FEN Sich CRS DR Oe PR) cB Me 


4. The Parliamentarian Communist Party 


The fond hopes of the Stalinists for a united ticket with the S.P. in the conm- 
ing elections have been orushed. With uproarious denials- if we can believe the report 
~ the S.P. convention turned down the proposal (as well as for any permanent united 
front with the © .P,) And yet the C.P. is more like the S.P. in its analysis and tac- 
tics and even organizationally than ever before. 


The analysis the C.P. makes of the present situation is such as to give tacit 
Support to Roosevelt. Even though they vigorously deny this support, yet their attack 
against Landon is so much more venemousthat by inference Roosevelt appears as the 
lesser evil. And indeed it would be hard to avoid such a position, after propagating 
demands for "making the projects permanent", for continuing work relief and the dole. 
How else could guch demands be realized, if not through Roosevelt? Their analysis is, 
if Landon gets in, the country will move rapidly to Fascism. Too rapidly, alas! The 
w orkers will see themselves faced with the prospect of immediate revolution...or at 
any rate the C.P. sees this now, and throws up its hands exclaiming"Get thee behind 
ne, Satan". It is the old story of the centrists turning renegade. It is like Kautsky 
who was all for the revolution until it happened in Russia, then he just couldy't 
Stand it. The revolution is always good to such people when it is far away. But when 
6 ver it draws nearer, its hot breath soorches these cowards, and then they bedome 
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very fertile in excuses as to why the revolution is good in general, but not NOW, not 
HERE....this is not the time, the place.,.we must be careful, comrades. Earl Browder 
distinctly declared at the convention that the full socialist rogram must be set 
aside , for a time. 


We are not ‘surprised at such a declaration.Tho evolution of the C.P., tail end 
to the Ryssian C.P., is interesting. We don't want to hark back to the days when the 
revolutionary upsurgewas all around us and the masses were told to take to the street 
That was five years ago, and who has a right to remember that far back? The big and 
fatal degeneration of the Third International has been on the question of building 
socialism in one country. Around that has clustered a whole series of questions, 
tactieal and organizational. The zig-zag policy swung from left to right. Left, when 
Stalin yielded to the pressure of the Russian workers. Finally a long right wing 
period was ushered in , 1@ding to the complete degeneration of the parties. This per- 
4od internationally culminated in the Franoo-Soviet pact and within Russia in the 
abolition of the Soviets. Pacifism has now chrrupted the communist parties through 
and through. With the idea of the People's Governments to fight Fascism, patriotisi 
has been on the order of the day. Fourth of J,,ly speeches are tiade hailing the glories 
of the American revolution. Washington (slave-owner and big landlord, aristoorat of 
the aristocrats,) is held up as a hero of the masses and friend of the Negross. 


All idea of independent organization of the unorganized is given up. The rad 
unions are liquidated into the 4.F.L. Now that John L.Lewis , to make his @ ‘vernment 
job se@ure, comes out for the Industrial Union Committee, the C.P. hails Lewsi as . 

a great leader. The A.F.L. fakifs boosted the idea of a labor party, and the C.P. is 
all for that, or rather for the Farmer-Labor Party, their second version of the idea. 
With one and the sane preath they are telling the workers to build a powerful Farn- 
er Labor Party and to build the Communist Party as the only party of the workers. 


Opportunisn in tactios cannot long continue without affectingthe party more 
deeply. And so it is no wonder that we hear abott the socialist program being set 
aside. “e need not worry that it will be brought back again when it is core convenient 
- no, it is gone for good. And now the degeneration has affected the party structure 
as well. The C.P. was never really organized on the shop nucleus basis. They are 
still hollering for shop nucloi, and to prove how sincerely they want then, they have 
reorganized the party on the basis of state, coun’y and assembly units. These sharl- 

atans are oggling in two directions: first, though they have been denied now, yot 
perhaps sone day the Socialist Party will unite with thom. Like some gold-digging 
female whom no repulse offends, they are ready to come time and again and fawn over 
the 5.P. + the sane S.P. they were bitterly attacking yesterday. For their purpose, 
it is more convenient to be organized on the same basis as the S.P. namely on the 
territorial Assembly branch system. Not merely that, but they are working for a Farm- 
er Labor Party. And to get votes for such a party, it 1s more convenient to be on the 
Assenubly District plan. 

“ 

These reasons crop out very plainly in Israel Amter's stories in the douitnaet 
of how the party is being reorganized, For many years now we have watche d Israel 
Anter frothing at the mouth with enthusiasm over every new party line that is officia 
It would make a splittingly funny book if some one would get together all Amter's art 
icles, side by side. Party lines may come and they may go, but jobs go on forever! 


Meanwhile, disciplino is broken down within the party. Browder upon returning 
from the Soviet Union last winter declared in a speeoh that the workers need not be 
afraid tc join the party now, their home-life will not be interfered with! The party 
sympathized with such things, and would adjust itself to the requirements of their 
fiome and family. 0, such a basis, no doubt members can be drawn in, but of less and 
less proletarian character. And for a party setting aside revolution and concentrati. 
ing on votes, numbers count. 


yen 
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Not merely are there asstebly district branches, but the proletarian elements have 
been segregated into what are called industrial branehes ( this was the L,vestone 
idea oarried out in his group) This isolates them and leaves the petty bourgeois 
membership constitutiog, the party proper. 


The C.P. and the S.P. both stand for the Farmer-Labor Party. They both stand for 
the A.F.L. yet they support Lewes industrial uniong&sm. Towards the Soviet U,ion their 
loyalty differs only in degree. They have united their unemployed organizations and 
there is no difference in their unemployment policy. Both covertly and tnderhanded- 
ly support Roosevelt, by calling for the measures he has put into effect as well as 
by the negative charaeter of their criticism against hin. What then is the difference 
between the two today? 


There is still some differenoe in language. Something of theold ring still clings 
to the speeches of the ©.P. And around the C.P, still elings something of the prestige 
and glory of the days of Lenin and the October Revolution. It is for this reason that 
the membership of the C.P. and their following has still a much more proletarian 
gharaoter than those of the 5 -P., notwithstanding all the letting dommof the barrier, 
to the petty bourgeois elements. The C.P. started in this country as a throw back of 
the Russian revolution, and its language federations, while foreign born, were still 
to a great extent proletarian. The mass work which the party did from 1926 down to 
1929 or thereabouts has still left a tradition that the party fights for the workers. 
Outside of this, it seems that now the C.P. and the S.P. mignt just as well unite. 
for they are political twins and there is no fundamental difference between then. 


a ee a a ee ee 


There is no choice for labor in any of the various parties mentioned. The so- 
called parties of labor are bankrupt. The more they holier of the fascist menace the 
more they capitulate to it by turning away from revolution and to reforn. Labor must 
find a new way out, both in America and internationally. Theexisting parties can be 
seen only as barriers to proggess - barriers which the workers by painful experience 
must climb over if they are to avoid still more bitter defeats. The Communist League 
of Struggle is striving to find this new way out. 


We arenot participating in the election campaign, not because we are too snall 
to run a candidate, but because we do not see anything in parliamentarian except 
illusions for the masses that they will be able to vote themselves into power. The 
way out for the workers is quite @ifferent from building up parties to run in elec- 
tion campaigns and get their cahdidates elected into Congress or the City Council. As 
immediate steps for the American workers we propose the following slogans and organ- 
izational stops: 

Slogans: WORKERS ' CONTROL OVER PRODUCTION . OPEN THE WAREHOUSES TO THE HUNGRY . 

A ONE DAY GENERAL STRIKE TO COMPEL UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE. LYNCH THE LYNCHERS OF THE 
NEGROES AND POOR TOILERS. 

Organizationally we propose: 1. The organization of shop committees in the unorgani zee 
industries to carry on the struggle for organization and for the defense of the work- 
ers conditions. 

2. Preparations to bring together the &ndependent unions and to infuse them with a 
progran of militant struggle. 

3. Organization of a left wing within the AFL which will be ready to struggle to the 
bitter end against thebureaucracy, exposing it mercilessly and refusing to compronise 
with it. 
4. Organization of the Negroes in the Negro Chamber of Labor which will attempt to 
bring together the existing Negro organizations areund a class struggle program and 
will really mobilize the Negroes to struggle against capitalisn. 
5. Organization of defense groups of colored and white workers to resist lynching and 
terror by such groups as the Black Legion. 
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6, The organization of a political party which will not have as its aim the eletic: d) 
of candidates to the legislatures but will rather strive to partioipate in and to 
give leadership to the aotual struggles of the workers against capitalism. Linking 

up internationally of such groups as stand for the Fourth International and prove 

by their day to day tactics that they are prepared to build the Fourth I ternational 


on @ revolutionary basis. 
i 


THE WORKERS PARTY FOLDS UP 


We were better prophets than we knew when we gave the Workers Party a year 
of life early in 1935. They have outlasted our predicition by only a couple of months 
The house of cards has toppled over, not from the blows of persecution or the strain 
of undertaking great tasks, but by mutual agreement of its various factions. 


We characterized the product of the Muste-Cannon fusion as a “bastard group" 
Muste is a liberal-labor element that had never been through the schooling in Marx- 
ism which even athe worst socialist or communist party can give. He stepped from the 
pulpit into the labor movement, dabbled in strikes and in labor education and finally 
"got communism", Cannon was just a tired revolutionist living off Trotsky 's reputation 
and finding the going pretty hard, What went on in the way of compromise of principle 
when these two got together we have described in previous issues of our paper. 


There was never a reason for the W.P. to exist, except the desire of Muste 
and Cannon to get members for a party. This bait never tempted the Anmerioan workers. 
The S.P. and the C.P. between them are quite capable of taking into their ranks such 
workers as first move in a revolutionary direction. There was not. enough revolution 
in the W.P. to win workers away from these parties, even such workers ag were dis~- 
gusted with them and were looking for a program of struggle, not of compromise with 
capitalism. Whatever mass action the W.P. outfit ever undertook suesh as the food 
strike in New York, or the Mynneapolis affair, were fiascos, So tha folding up of 
the W.P, leaves no gap behind. 


The joint political suicide of Cannon, Schachtman, Muste and co. is hailed 
with the same wedding bells that sounded for their marriage. These people are giving 
up every shred of independence, liquidating their paper as well as their organization 
and tumbling into the S.P. as individuals, proclaining their perfeot loyalty and de- 
votion and their intention to build up the S.P. But of course it is a great step for- 
ward, comrades. 


When the French Bolshevik-Leninists liquidated into the S.F.I.0., much ado 
was made about the fact that hey kept their paper and were considered as a group 
anong the many other little dissident groups in the French S.P. No such shred of 
comfort oxists in America, But the celebration is just as loud. The French turn was 
p roclained as a "tactic", and being juat a tactic it couldn't bo a capitulation. The 
C,L.S. however sensed immediately that this taotic was of such a scope and significan 
as would denoralize the whole Trotsky movement and remove it from the scene internat- 
jonally. We characterized it therefore as a strategy, not a tactic, and as a capitu- 
lation in the sense that the revolutionary position was bound to be hopelessly lost 
and the &.P. would have to be held up to the workers as the party to follow. IN 
Franee the exouse was giv en:"We are weak...We have failed as a separate group. 

Ye nsust join the S.P. in order to get strong." At that time the Anarioan Tréssky 
group was cracked up as the strong group, as the model for all the littlo weak 
wrangling groups elsewhere. Now it seens that"strength*is also a reason for joining 
the S.P, A confidential letter of Trotsky to Cannon and Schachtman adds another word 
to the tricky reasoning by which Trotsky has blackened his forner record. 


The U.P. ia now one of the weakest of several contending factions within the 
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8.P. So complete has bean the capitulation of the W.P. members that there is no hope 
of their exceroising a strengthening influence on the S.P., even of winning it over 

to such sorreot thevretical views as the permanent revolution. For the sane reason 
the Cannons and Schachtnans were ..eless when alone, they will be useless within the 
S.P. There is not even an attempt made to.eriticize the S.P. in their swan song in 
the New iylitant. Not a word about the parlianentary illusions, not a word about the 
netionalization of industries as a means to arrive at socialism, not & word about the 
complete evasion of international questions. They have nothing but praise for the 
pacifist war resolution. They join with eomplete gonfidence as a party destined to 
develop into the revolutionary party of America, an S.P. which makes no mention of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat and violently denounoes armed insurrection and 
declares a belief in it is incompatible with membership in the S.P. 


Hew boldly the New Mylitant thumbs its nose at the Old Guard now that the Old 
Guard is safely oyt of the party. And how completely silent it is as to the actual 
compromising leadership they are accepting, the Thomases, the Hoans, the Maynard 
Kruegers. But after all why should Cannon and Muste criticize the Soeialist Part:? 
Is Muste anything but a less energetic and capable Norman Thomas? And as for Cannon, 
now that he has at last found a resting plaee to lay his weary hones, why should ho 
stir up trouble? When we think of the program of the S.P, which these people are 
joining so enthusiastically, there is only one word we can apply to thom: RENEGADE. 
a a ee, i a a) 


LETTER OF TROTSKY TO CANNON 


Jan.24,1936. 
Confidential. Not to be copied. 


To comradeg Cannon and Schachtman: 
Dear Comrades; 


Today I decided to cable- you as follows;"Personally in favor of entry, Lee." 
Previously I also dealt with this question not as a principled one. When two say or 
do the same thing, it is nevertheless not the same. When a tested and stable organ- 
ization enters a centrist mrty, it may be correct of an incorrect tactieal step,i.e. 
it can bring great gains or it ean bring none (the latter is in any case and under 
the given ciroumstances unlixely.) But 1% is not a capitulation. The split in the 
Sogialist Party is of greatest importance as an objeetive symptom for the tendencies 
of its development. .I am also in agreement with you that one should not give the 
@entrist leadership any time to allow for the possibility of sonsolidation: this means 


Act quiekly. 


Of course, certain European groups will seek ‘to interpret the eventual entry 
as a departure from the Fourth International. But to these we should not attach the 
least importance. The problem is not to appear a little stronger, but to become 
much stronger. 


I hope you will do everything possible to complete this step in common with 
Maste-Weber group. Then your aetivities within the Socialist Party will be of great- 
er significance for the successful outcome of the contemplated step. 


I want to emphasize that my cable as well as this letter repsresents my 
personal opinion. You are now discussing the question. Time presses. With the sable 
and with this letter I wish to takc part in this discussion before the IS is in a 
position to formulate its collective opinion. 

With friendly greetings, 
Yours, LT 


Page 22 Class Struggle July-August 1936 
THE COMMUNIST LEAGUB OF STRUGGLE MOVES TO CHICAGO 


After deliberation and long preparation, the C.L.S, has at last been able to 
Garry out the moving of its national oenter from New York to Chicago.We consider this 
a very important step. 


It is natural that the most advanced thought of the working class should first 
arise and be articulated insuch an intellectual center as New York. There are more 
radicals gathered there per syuare inoh than in any other city. There takes pace an 
intellectual ferment among the vatious radical groups which is to a great extent fu- 
tile,and yet has a certain role in maturing the thought of the movement through cis- 
Cussion and debate. In New York also are located the nest bourgeois sources of stat~ 
istics, which are of use to working class groups in analyzing the forces and tendenci 
jes of present day society, those class forces which will burst forth @laringly in 
revolution, and whose slow development must be understood at every stage. We feel 
that the five years of activity of our group in New York and surrounding territory 
have enabled us to get a necessary theoretical foundation. 


But on the other hand, we Know that it is in cities of a very different sort 
ei. the most critical developments of the revolution will take place. The wori:ers 
in the heavyindustry have a strategio role to play. It is these industries whioh 
bring the workers together in great masses and discipline them- today in the inter- 
ests of capital, but at tho same time creating oa working class army whieh tomorrow 
will fight for its own interests. The heavy basic industries will also be the first 
to bo wrested from the control of capital and to be socialized. The workers in these 
industries are apparently backward. They work in oanters remote from bourgeois cul- 
ture, loading a barrack-like existence either in small towns or cities which like 
Chicago are really ae collection of industrial villages. 


For ovvious reasons, politioal movements develop with difficulty in such places 
where in addition to the isolation and backwardness of life, the terror of the bosses 
ruthlessly stamps out the developments of working olass organization and thought. 
However, skxkxmakx in outbreaks that take place every now and then (such as tho long- 
drawn out strikes of the Illinois coal miners, the battles in Toledo, in Detroit, 
the recent struggles in the rubber industry, etc. wo ses expressed the deep ferment 
which is going on among these workers in the crisis years. It is more than tho contu- 
ry old struggle on the mere economic plane. Yoday, the full armed and political night 
of the ruling class as well as a clever set-up of lamor fakers is let loose agtinst 
every merest day to day struggle of the workers. Thus the class struggles ara foraed 
to take on a political character; the workers must become more and more conscious 
of their interests as a class as they face the united glass forces of the employers. 
The general strikes on a loeal scale which have taken place during the 1st few years 
(textile, San Francisco,Terre Haute, Pekin) are proofs of the growth and in the work- 
ers' elass coneciousnoss. It is true that in New York also are strixes, but in that 
city, center of finance, commerce and light industry, the movements have not such 
Significance as the struggles in the steel, ae mines, rubber, and other heavy in- 
dustries in the M'ddle West. 


One of the tasks of the present moment is to bring about the fusion of the rev- 
olutionary working class thought with the struggles of the workers in these important 
sections of the country. This is why the C.L.S. is moving to Chioago. At a later 
stags, when such theories as ours will be more widespread then now, a bodily tranaplar 
tatio., of part of our group will not be necessary. But at the present time, the real 
ly revolutionary elomertts turned up by the working class are few and far between. The 
energy of the individuals in such movements must be used to the best possible advan- 
tage. This is why we have sent a number of our leading comrades to live in Chisago 
and have moved our central office there. From that center we shall eventually be abl. 
to carry on work in such cities as Detroit, Cleveland, St. Louis, etc. We lwave a 
group of members and sympathisers in New York to continue the work there. 
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| . RESOLUTION ON THE RECENT EXPULSIONS FROMTHE C.L.S. 


From the very inception of the organization, the Communist League of Struggle 
has been attempting to develop an organization composed of factory workers adhering 
to a revolutionary policy. 


In spite of our best efforts wa were unable to accomplish this task in New 
York City. Ye were aolofo accumulate a set of phrasc-mongerers who talked adherence 
to our line but who were at op sosite poles from being the type of nembership that was 
desirable as a foundation of our movement. 


In order to test out our membership and to really moot ourselves in American 
working class life the C.L.S. moved to Chicago. 4% once we found that our phrase 
mongering membership winced from participation in tais important struggle. They re- 
fused to go out to Chicago; they sabotaged the Class Struggla; theyrefused to aid ths 
organization; instead carrying on an unprincipled struggle gainst its lgadership wits 
a view to seizing control of the organization and moving it again in a rut where 
petty-bourgeois phrase-mongerers could find a refuge. 


Thus the Communist League of Struggle has been forced to expel Gerson, 
Davis, Cooper in New York and to reject tne application of ths petty-bourgeo.s 
Baker. Ir, Chicago we have expelled Strong. 


These oxpulsions are vy no means unanticipated. On the contrary, the Comnun- 
ist membership of the C.4.S. was thoroughly aware from he start when the organization 
was to be moved to Chicago that those olements would soon fall by the wayside. “e 
reject these petty-property elenents& Liboral-Monehoviks, as ono would throw off an 
ineubus that was weighing down ths organization, preventing it fro: actually fighting 
the way it could. As has happened in tas past, we Know that those expulsions will only 

diumensely strengthen ths organization's morale and allow us to build such dettor in 
the future. 


ae 


THE ¥RENCH REVOLUTION iMVES FORBARD 


The stay-in strikes in France, which swovt the whole country, coming as they 
do on the heels of the recont upsurgs in Spain, infuse the world proletariat with 
new hope and enthusiasm. The People's Front governnent will be not only fo*~ the 
Fronoh worlzing class, out for the oroletariat internaticnally, a tremendous object 
lasson is: revolution. The situation is fraught with tne nighest opport unities and 
the gravest periis. 


The Sooialist Party with its colleagues the Radicals and with tao support of 
the Communists, is now steering its way cautiously between the working class on tic 
one hand, wnich is aroused and determined to go to great lengths to defend its inter. 
ests, and on the other hand, the pressure of the big French bourgeoisie. Corlition 
governments of a bourgeods minority and "labor * majority, must always present a 
picture like this. The real interests of the proletariat arse represented through quit¢ 
other channels tnan the governmént - through the organs of struggle which tne workers 
create in th® oourse of their strikes, their demonstrations, their fights agalust 
the fascists. The labor party in the government can only represent a compromise, 


For two years illusions have been sown that the People's Front would defeat 


Seidel In the vast mestings and parades so often held, always the leaders stressed 
the great size of te gatherings whieh far outnumbered the fascists. The very existence 


of the People's Front was considered enough to check the advance of fascisn. Now at 
last tae People's Front wins governmental power. The enthusiasm ofdhe masses has riser 
to great heights. ilow tnaey are looking for the many promises made to be put into 
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effect. In all this, the fact that the bourgeoisie is still in power fundamentally, 
tuat it still owns and controls the banks and means of production, has been overlook- 
ed. Only tiny opposition groups cling to a Marxist position and tell the workers that 
without an actual revolution they can never be in power. But experience speaks much 
louder than words. Now the workers will be able to see and feel in their very life 
whose interests the People's Front represents. These lessons have already begun. 


Leon Blun is attempting an impossible task. He is trying first of all to pres- 
erve the internal peace of the country, to avoid civil war. To do this he would have 
to restore conditions of prosperity, so that both the bourgeoisie and the workers 
might be satisfied. There is no possible way to do this under capitalism. But Leon 
Blum will not touch capitalisn. 


The People’s Front for a year has been throwing out threats to "nake the rich 
pay", to throw the burden of taxation and levies on the rich. At the same time pron- 
ises have been made to the unemployed, to the workers, and the lower middle class 
elements to relieve their burdens. When the election returns showed the People's 
Front had won, a flight of capital from France expressed the fears of the bankers 
that the People's Front might live up to its word. When the administration actually 
stepped into office, there was a situation almost of financial panic. But very soon 
were all fears of the bankers calmed. Already on May 10th Leon Blum made a confidence 
-restoring speech assuring that he had no desire to touch the source of wealth nor to 
increase the budget. And Daladiex, his right-hand man, bolsters up Bhyn's statenent 
by declaring "The program of the People's front does not contain any article likely 
to trouble the legitimato interests of any citizen". In his speech before the Nati- 
fonal Council of his own party Blum proclai.ed that his first care would be for Rep- 
ubliocan traditions, and in finances, for the stability of the franc, for confidenoo, 
for the public credit. He made it quite plain there was no danger of the rich having 
to pay. 

But the workers also had tasen the promises of the People's Front seriously. 
They had sweated under the crisis long enough. Prices have for several years been the 
highest in Europe, wages have been slashed not merely for state employes under tho 
Laval decrees but in private industry as well. Now at last the People's Government 
was in power which had promised them bread, peace and liberty. The workers with a 
sound proletarian instinct put the promises into effect by occupying the faetorics. 
Their mighty stay-in strikeforced the government to legislate social measures suoh ag 
the forty-hour week, a two-weeks paid annual vacation, and theright of collective 
bargaining. The stoppage of production foreed gains from the bosses in the shape af 
wage increases that were in sone instances quite substantial. Even the home-workers 
of the needle industry in Paris, most down-trodden and severely exploited of all, 
have won a minimum wage and paid vacation. In addition to the labor legislation, the 
Blum government has also undertaken a certain anount of nationalization of war indus- 
try, certain slight reforms of the Bank of France, a public works soheme and the rev- 
ision of some of the most drastic Laval deorees which pressed heavily on ptiblic en- 
ployes, civil service workers and ex-soldiers. 


The question is now: What next? Can Blum solve the eoonomie difficulties of th« 
nation by the class-ooncoiliation method used go far? The new social laws nean a 35% 
increase in production costs. Already there has been a rise in prices. Blum's theory 
is that with prices higher, production will be stimulated so that the increased pro- 
duction costs will be absorbed by the increased: amount of business. Wheat all other 
capitalist regimes have been unable to do, Blum is blind enough to attempt. The 
deluge will burst on his head. The French production index is still moro than 30% 
below 1929. Foreign trade has steadily fallen off. The Treasury is constantly unable 
to meet the public debt. The Laval deflation policy of loading the government debt o> 
the people by ruthless slashing of state wages and pesnions and increase in taxation 
was the only capitalist way out. That capitalists cannot today afford coneessions to 
workers has been proven by universal experience from Japan to Germany. The Freneh 
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bourgeoisie are biding their time, giving Leon Blum rope enough to hang himself with. 


Devaluation of the franc is another pressing problem. The Radieals are for devak- 
uation, the Communists oppose it. Blum is hanging between the two. The financial re- 
port made to the Chamber of Deputies complains of the lack of French capital. So much 
has been exported, so much is being hoarded. The first years of the crisis, with 
France not yet involved in the general economic crash showed a big gain for the gold 
reserve of the Bank of France at the expense of the finanoial and eeonomic panic in 
London and New York. From the fall of 1933 to the spring of 1934, however, France log 
16 billions of franes in gold, gaining again in few months following. But after Janu- 
ary 1935,exports of capital again drained the gold reserve from 82 billions to 55 
billions in June 1936. 26 billions have been exported to the United States, England ang 
Belgium. The report estimates 6 billions in gold being hoarded within France, and & 
billions in notes. Thus they get an estimate of about 60 billions of capital which 
French national edonomy should have at its disposal and which it does not have. 


All this flight and hoarding of capital represents lack of confidence. And 
part of Blum's policy is to restore confidence. This he is attempting to do by prost- 
ituting himself as a Sooialist before the French bankers. This means a guarantee that 
he will not attempt to do anything drastic , - nothing that would threaten the contro 
of the 200 leading families over the finances and economy of the country. Only a ver; 
complete reorganization, nothing, in fact, short of nationalization of the Bank, can 
touch this control. Through their ownership of a majority of the stock of the Bank, 
these families are able to appoint the regents which dominate its policy. Furthermore 
they have their personal agents in the 12 non-governmental representatives on the 
Bank's General Council. Five of these speak for industry, seven for private banking. 
Between them, these 12 men control nearly 60% of the production of the country and 
have interests reaching into every branch of economy such as insurance, railroads, 
mines, otc. Against such a set-up, the only real remedy would be for the people to 
take over the bank, but this would be inconceivable without a revolution. 


These 200 leading families have been unable to provide jobs for millions of 
French workers or to prevent the sémi-starvation of their families. But their invest- 
ments must be safeguarded at all costs. It is in their interests that the stomach- 
pinching Laval decrees were put forth. The French government has been completely 
dependent upon the Bank due to the fact that there is constantly a government deficit. 
Often the government oannot meet even its ordinary obligations such as paying salarie 
and must resort to the Bank for short-term loans. It cannot even borrow from foreign 
banks, as there is not enough confidence in the france and in the government's stabili- 
ty, and so the Bank of France must guarantse all foreign loans. Blum has no sources of 
revenue that previous governments did not have with which tomeet the government oblig 
ations~- and in fact he will have less due to the reseinding of some of the Laval 
decrees. And so Blum must also find himself depemdent upon the Bank of France. Bither 
that, or it will be -out with Blun!? 


In foreign policy Blum finds himself up against the same contradictions. 
Le Populaire (French Socialist Party organ) is coming out with big headlines: We Want 
Peace for All Peoples, with All Peoples" “his indeed expresses the will of the masses 
of French people. The vote for the People's Front expressed among other things a revolt 
against the Sarraut foreign policy of conciliation towards Italy. The memory of the 
last war lives vividly in France and the dread of a new war weighs heavily. And Byun, 
more the humanitarian liberal than the Marxist sooialist, reflects the general longin 
for peace. But he is helpless to propose a solution. A revolutionary proletarian con-~ 
ception of turning the imperialist war into civil war against the exploiters has pro- 
bably never even germinated in his head.(It is interesting to recollect that Byum 
during the last war worked in an assistant's post in the Mynistry of Public Worksr)No 
wonder the New York Times could report of Blum's maiden appearance in the League of 
Nations assenbly:"Premier Leon Blum spoke for France and his address was replete wit 
happy sentiments and beautiful idealism. But it was as though an inhabitant of some 
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other planet, with seant agquaintance with this one, were trying to depict the ideal ) 
state of things that should control here. Praotieal steps whereby this ideal state was | 
to be obtained were out of his picture." On this question also Blum can satisfy nei- 
ther his masters, the bankers, nor his dupes, the workers. 


What of the Comiunist Party in the present situation? It has refused to accept 
posts in the Blum ministry. At first sight this may appear to be a policy of inéepend- 
ence. But let no one be deceived. The C.P. is giving full and loyal support to its 
obligations as part of the People's Front. This means not merely moral support, it 
means voting for the Socialist measures in the Chamber of Deputies. The C.P. makes no 
attacks, it advances no independent polioy of any importance. Its pact with the S.P. 
forbids criticism, but indeed the C.P. would be incapable of criticizing anyway, since 
it has no program to the left of the S.P. Its non-participation is evidently simply 
a policy of passing the buck, of being able to say when the government goes to smash: 
"Blum did it, we didn't." But among the rank and file, doubts are circulating, and 
questions are asked in the party meetings,"Since we were willing to unite and tried 
to fuse with the Socialists, why do we not share the government?" This the party 
offieials cannot answer. 


Ths C.P. is not merely loyal to the People's Front, it is outdoing Blun in its 
loyalty to the bourgeoisie. In order to reassure the bankers and industrialists, the 
leading party officials called a press conference on May 7th, just after the olection- 
Here through the representatives of the bourgeois press MN.Thoreg and J.Duclos hastened 
to calm all. fears. "The hand of Moscow...reassure yourselves ,gentlemen,there is noth- 
ing of the sort. We have an independent pelicy in the interests of the French people! 
The French people! This is the note they have sounded for the last six months - not 
the international working class, not even the French working class, but the French 
people! 

The Pdéris "Times" of May 8th reports:"M.Duolos finally promised that his party 
would respect property." According to the Humanitd (French O.P. official paper) of 
May lltn, Duclos declared: "As for respect of property, I pointed out that not only 
under the present regine, but under the regine they want to institute, the Communists 
will respect the property of the peophe, of the storekeeper, the peasant, the people 
living on incomes and on pensions." And in reply to a question on @apital levies, 
Duclos reassured the journalists:"It is not a question of a communistor scoialist 
‘program, it is only a question of taking a little surplus from the most wealthy to 
relive the misery of the poorest and most unflortunate." In other words, for the full 
eommunist program of seizure of bourgeois property they have substituted one which 
would be acceptable to the Rad@cals - just a little reform of capitalism, take just a 
little from the wealthy. 


The present system of levies on eapital are supposed to be applied to fortunes 
above 500,000 francs. But discovering that many storekeepers and peasants had fort- 
unes over a half million, Duclos promises that the party will ask for the mininun to 
be set at one million francs, It must be a wonderful consolation to the poor unemploy- 
ed struggling to live on a few frances a day, or to the worker slaving for four francs 

an hour, to learn that the party is so congiderate of incomes of half a million. But 
if Stalin in Russia ean make alliances with the Kulaks and bring them into the govery)- 
ment, what else can be gig of communist parties elsewhere, appendages of the 
Russian communist party! 


Finally came the shameful, compromising declaration on the question of the 
vote for military appropriations. Duclos deelared : "So far, the vote for military 
appropriations indisputably meant the support of militarist ends. We do not know if 
tomerrow the situation will not be such that the vote for military credits can have 
a different meaning..In any case, anxious as we are to assure the freedom and indep- 
endence of out country, while we are fighting the domestic Hitlerites, we could not 
be renin sddgig to the threats which the foreign Hitlerites are bringing to bear on 
our country". And Thorez clarif ies this with the following: "The vote for the budget 
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under the conditions of a collaboration with other parties, even though we are not 
taking part in the ministry, is a politieal question which can only be solved within 
the frame of a general domestic anf] foreign policy of France; if the obhanges we point 
ed out take place, the sommunists could be brought to vote for thebudget." 


What is all this, if not the complete abandonment of all proletarian struggle 
against war and collaboration with the People's Front in order to support imperialist 
war preparations? Here we see the full deadly fruits of the Franeo-Soviet Pact. No 
wonder the C.P, hastened to erush the revolts in the government arsenals at Brest and 
Toulon last fall by telling the workers to go back to work and no wonder they became 
frightened when the recent stay-in strikes spread to munitions works! The Franco-Sov- 
iet Pact binds the party to support the French bourgeoisio in a national front agains 
Germany. And if the workers fail to see this, and insist upon holding up the govern- 
ment‘'s armanent program by striking, then the C.P. must come out as strike-breaers 
to drive the workers bag¢k to work. The interests of the Comiunist Party as well as 
the interests of the bourgeoisie are touched when workers strike in war industries. 
To this shaneful contradiction has Stalinism brought the French C.P. 


The C.P. , tf we can believe its reports, has made big gains within regont 
years. It olains the active membership to have risen from 28,000 in 1933 to <2,000 in 
1934, 92,000 in March 1936 and 115,000 in May 1936. But it is plain the gains in 
numbers have been accomplished at the expense of sacrificing the proletarian composi- 
tion of the party. In October 1934 were 5 86 shop nuclei out of a totda of 2,725 (21%) 
A year later there were 776 shop nuclei out of 4,221 (11%) Thus the proletarian 
membership has become a amall minority. 


The party admits that most of its new membership ate elements new in the 
struggle. In Humanité of May 12th a revealing description is given of a number of 
hew recruits: There is a medical student of 21 who has just left a fascist organiza- 
tion. There is a "good-hearted old fdllow" who wants to seo a pacifist France, A civi 


employe, an unemployed youth of 20 who wants above all to “preserve the franc .And 


finally, many women have joined, housewives, mothers of families, civil employes, 
etc. So it is to gain such a notley ,erray of forces that the party has been hollering 
for the "Unity of tie French People . for "our France", for the protection of the 
interests of small property (of half a million francs). It is plain that members have 
been gained at tho expense of scarificing revolutionary principles. The Communist 
program has become swamped in the Radical program. In its rush for membership, the 
old proletarian fighters have been forfed to drop out in disgust and in their place 
come hundreds of raw weak elenents, without roots in industry and without experience 
in the olass struggle. The membership and the program are suited one to the other. Bu 
it is not such a party that can criticize Blum's regime or that oan lead the workers 
onward, The change in composition of the party no doubt explains the rather puzzling 
question, how the French workers can stand the party's line. Evidently they are not 
Standing it - they are no longer in the party ! 


The People's Front fas formed to fight fascism. How it would fight it was in- 
dieated last December by the treacherous promise of the Socialist and Communist dep- 
uties in the Chamber to disarm the workers' defense organizations if the fascists 
would also promise to disarm. Now the Bhum government, true to type, is trying to 
legislate the fas cist groups out of existence. A deeree of June 18th declared all 
the fascist bands to be dissolved (inoluding the Croix de Feu, Volontaires Nationaux, 
Solidarité francaise, Jeunesses Patriotes and Franeistes) and the display of their 
emblems to be illegal. The answer of the Croix de Feu, the largest fascist grouping, 
has deen to reorganize itself into a politioal mrty, the French Sooial Party. Thus 
the efforts of the Blum government have only moved the fascists to a higher plane of 
existence. At the same tine, the Croix de Feu is attempting to organizae its own 
fascist unions, going around among the more backward of the striking workers, visiting 
them in their homes, bringing their back pay and trying to induce them to sign up in 
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the fascist union. Demonstrations of the Croix de Feu are being held by the Croix de 
Feu under the slogans of the People's Front "Peace, Bread and Freedom". The govern- 
ment is making no move to seize the stores of arms the fascists possess, no¥ to occe 
upy their headquarters. And the decree remains a dead letter so far as the display of 
emblems is cone erned. It is the sight of these emblems in the streets carried by 

fas cist demonstrators that has provoked attacks by workers leading to the "riots" 
which the press reports. The fascists are neither dissolved nor weakened. They remain 
as a constant mewuce until such time as Blum has been proven worthless to the bourg- 
eoisie or until the workers are ready to get rid of both Blum and fascists. 


All the glorious traditions of the French working class, their struggles in the 
great revolution of 1793, their Paris Commune, as well as their fervent tomperament 
are now standing them in good stead. It is plain they will not be defeated without a 
struggle, and the chanees for their victory are good. Revolution is a process with 
many complicated phases in which economic and political struggle intermingle. Many 
set-backs may be experienced without fatal result, as the Spatiish revolution proves ~- 
but this is true only if the masses continue to fight. The surprising lack of struggle 
of the German massesled to their terrific defeat. In France, last fall, a move was 
made by the munitions workers which might well have spread and developed into a rev- 
olutionary situation, had not the labor parties crushed it. The communist movement 
is even now giving the impression that there is no revolutionary situation in France, 
that the workers are struggling for the merest economic demands ( see Daily Worker of 
June 23rd). This is a case where the wish is father to the thought, where the C.P. is 
making every effort to hold back the revolutionary will of the masses. The defeat 
last fall was but temporary and local, and the going back to work now is but one step 
out of many. 

While the workers were occupying the factories, tho situation was ripe to 
Sontinue their eccupation, to seize them from the bourgeoisie. To do this, they should 
have issued the slogan of workers control over production. They @dhould have fomred 
broad committees of toilers to act with their strike eommittees. They would then have 
had to proceed to overthrow the Blum government and destroy the bourgeois state mach 
ine completely. This they were not ready to do. Had the police attacked the workers, 
fired on them, they might have been driven towards these measures. But Blum has not 
not fired upon the workers...NOT YET. 


I,cidentally it igs worth noting that while the People's Front has "taken power’ 
this is only in a very partial sense, There remains, a vastsolid conservative body of 
higher state functionaries which constitute the backbone of the state machine. While 
large numbers of the petty functionaries are in the radical party or even with the 
S.P. and C.P., the higher functionaries on the contrary are bound with the closests 
ties with the bourgeoisie. Where a ruling class has been in power for 150 years as in 
France,govornment posts gradually come to belong in families, and these families are 
close to the 200. 411 this constitutes another link in the chain of power of the rul- 
ing class. 

The stay-in strikes afford other interesting reflections. The movement of suah 
strikes is now a general one. They have accurred in the U.S, among the rubber workers 
among the miners in Wales and in Belgium. It reminds one of the De Leonist policy of 
the lock-out of the bosses. For the time being it was a form of workers controlover 
production. But the limitations of the folded arms strike were apparaent. It could wih 
temporary concessions, not possession of the factories. In one sense, the gains the 
workers won were excellent. They will get a little taste of a bit easier living, and 
will be all the more ready to resist when these gains are taken away from then. 


We have made it plain, we hope, that the People's Front collectively and tho 
labor parties individually are bankrupt and can only betray the workers. These partief 
will have to be swept aside. Disillusionment with them will grow apace as the months 
go on. The People's Front to keep its control over the workers will have to make stil/ 
more concessions to them, and this the ruling olass cannot allow it to do. Their dil 
emma must react to drive the workers further from the control of theold parties and 
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tore and more to take action into their own hands. 


In the course of the struggle the workers will develop their own organs of strug- 


gle. Shop committees are very necessary now to ensure the leading role to the workers 


in the coming mass actions. Broader committees or councils taking in all the toiloers 
will become necassary. The term Soviets may perhaps have become discredited by the 
fact that the C.B. for a year has been throwing around loosely the -slogan "Soviets 
everywhere" simply to give itself a red coloring and without making the slightest 
attempt to organize them. The end of the soivet systeu in Russia and in China must 
also give a blow to the idea of soviets. Even shoudid the C.P. now attempt to forn 
soviets in France, its membership and following now being chiefly non-proletarian 
such soviets could not be very effective bodies. It seens the C.P. has been trying to 
organize "rank and file committees of the Psorle's Front" but without succoss. The id- 
ea no doubt comes from the days of February 1944 and the months following. After the 
workers went out on the streets and fought the fascists on Feb. 6,1934, the workers 
of the €,P, and S.P. spontancously got together in defense groups to continue tho 
fight against the fascists. Their action was correct, but the C.P. and S.P, leaderdg 
soized upon thse tendency of united action and shunted it off into the united parades, 
mass meetings and talk-fests of tho People's Front. It does not natter what name is 
given, but some organs of struggle must be formed. 


The task of building a new communist party to replace the old can obviously only 
be accompl&shed in the course of the struggle. There are many elenents scattered 
aniong the workers, disgusted with the old parties, who can form the basis for tho nev 
one. It is interesting to note that in many places the workers hoisted red flags over 
the factories and ships occupied.We note too, a report ii the press that at ono tine 
a telegram from the striking motal workers was withheld from the strike meeting of the 
workers in Paris, because it contained appeals for further action. Germs of a new 
party oxist in the shape of swall opposition groups who have given a good account of 
theuselves by distributing their papers anong the workers. They have met with the per- 
secution of the Blum governnuent, and it is likely that the leaders of these groups 
are now in jail. 

The Trotskyists after tneir ridiculous adventure in the S.F.1I.0. now find then- 
Selves again outside, weakened by splits in their own ranks due to thatpolicy, and 
discredited by their political somersaults. Yot the movenent has learned nothing, 
as the Trotskyists in America have just liquidated into the ¢.P. here. 


The immediate tasks before the workers is to push the People's Front govern- 
ment to carry out the promises it has made. This can best be done by action, - as the 
econonie gains were won through the strikes.The workers nust not only fight the 
fascists in the streets but must drive them out of their headquarters and occupy thes 
themselves. They must insist the government form people's militia and in the meantime 
make every effort to arm themselves. They must resist overy effort to take back the 
gains won by the strikes, 


So inspiring has been the ferment in France that it has spread to Belgium whic! 
hes also hagla seriios of stay-in strikes. It is even teported that in Germany a dep- 
utation of workers went to the government to complain of low wages, nigh prices and 
shortage of food products. If the French workers continue their struggle, as no doubt 
thoy will, a revival of themovement internationally may take place. And even if.the;y 
Should be devcated, the struggle made heartens the working class and becoming part of 
its tradition, enacles it to start off from a higher plane the next tine. 
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES 
1. The End of the League of Nations 


The League of Nations has now reaehed the vaudeville stage. It was never any- 
thing but that to some of us, yet there was a time when it made quite a showing at 
least in pacifist circles. But now the defeat of Ethippia with the League of Nations 
looking on has dealt thefinal blow to whatever pretensions the League could wake as 
a war-preventing body. 


The Negus' indictment of the great powers appeared to come from some one unace 
customed to the ways of this planet. The big nationa had promised him help, ho 
charged, yet thehelp had not been forthcoming. Thoy had allewed his people to be 
defeated. Wa know the complicated set af interests which mov ed the big nations in 
their attitude towards the Italo-Ethiopian war. Britain was afraid of revolt being 
stirred up in her colonies, afraid of the closer proximity of a war-like Italy in the 
Wediterranean. But could she risk going to war for this? The method of sanctions 
gave her a high moral tome, combined with theope of grabbing sone of the trade Italy 
would lose. 

The Negus complained he had no use of the Djibouti-Addis Ababa railway which 
the Freneh control. He could get no war materials over it, though now the Italians 
are using it for transport. Does he not know that the Fronon governnent of that 
time was of@@ling for support against Germany, and could not afford to antagonize 
Italv? Could he not imagine a bargain being struck whereby France would not urge the 
Lifsise of efingttonsrand Britain would not urge the imposition of further sanctions 
until after the French elections? Last representative of a by-gone age, it is poss- 
ible that Haile Selassie is actually as innocent as his speech at the League of 
Nations Assembly pictured hin. 


It is difficult to see what could revive the League of Nations now. The frank- 
ly imperialist fascist countrics have no use for it. They are more forthright in 
their methods. When they want a colony they go out and seize it. By,itain, France 
and Russia remain now the sole defenders of the League. And what defenders! Blum 
also appeared as a being from another planet, with his vague humanitarian pacifist 
dreams. Russia, who sacrifieed theprinoiples of the world revolution to take her 
place in that League of Nations, finds herself with a very weak ally and a& crumbling 
League. The League has served its purpose to help ths victors in the last war main- 
tain the spoils among themselves, and to deceive their populations with an apparent 
apparatus for peace. New times, new alliances. The workers also must look for 
more direct methods of struggle. 


2. Italian Ethiopia 


Although the Ethiopian population rose up to the man, woman and child to drive 
out the white foreigner, yet Mussolini has planted his fBot upon the country. The 
last oasis of African soil has fallen to the conqueror (We do not speak of Liberia, 
never hav ing had any illusions as to the freedom or independence of that country). 
Italian mustard gas, sprayed from the air in a way that burned all human flesh within 
miles, more than anything else helped to defeat the Ethiopians. 


But this was not all. The conduct of the war was internally rotten. The tribe 
smen came out en masse with a priuwitive fighting spirit. But there was no organi- 
zation. The moon-struck Negus to the lastrelied on help from the big nations to save 
hin, All Africa's fate apparently had not taught him. Perhaps it is impossible to 
learn when one represents the forces of the past. Nevertheless we were not among 
those who said:"Ethiopia is a slave society. It has no proletamiat. Therfore let it 
be conquered." We supported its defense in order to block the wav of fasciam. Wea 
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we defended so much as the whole of Afriea, conquered and ground down under the white 
imperialist heel. 


But the gonquest of Ethiopia way prove to be a Pyrrhic victory for Mussolini. Tn 
country is officially defeated, but in a thousand mountain fastnesses the tribesmen 
oan still fight against the conqueror. - Misselini must keep almost half a million 
Soldiers there to main&’ain his victory. The Italian official papers give an estimate 
of $800,000,000 spent in the conduct of the war, an estimate probably much minimized. 
League of Nations figures show a reduction in Italian imports fron ¥14,650,000 in 
Febd.1935 to $8,230,000 in Feb.1936, due to the application of sanotions, and a 50% 
@ecrease in exports in the same period. 


But these figures tell nothing of the dead, the wounded, the sick,nor the trials 
of the Italians left in a fever-stricken country to colonize. They teil nothing of 
the unbearable pressure on the Italian masses, of the wages of ten cents an hour, 
the starvation standards, the privations demanded. They ‘tell nothing of the ineoreased 
threat to world peace due to M ssolini's victory, to the inoreased unrest especially 
among countries around the Mediterranean.With the défeat of Ethiopia and the collapse 
of the League of Natiois, the small countries sea themselves defenseless. 


The Turkish demand to fortify the Dardanelles is one of the immediate results. 
Balkan aymanents are expanding on the principle of every man for himself. Caecio- 
Slovakia is introducing conscription. The Hungarian press has proclained the nation's 
right to arm if and when it wishes. Greece has demanded the right to fortify the 
islands in the Mediterranean in return for supporty Turkish fortifications. Bulgaria, 
seeing her outlet from the Black Sea to the Aegean through the Dardanelles threat- 
ened, is preparing to arm to @nsure her rights. Rueope is more than ever a restless 
armed camp. 


3. The End of the Soviets in China 


The decay of the Russian Revolution brings ever new setbacks to the revolution 
elsewhere. Now China has gone over to a people's front against Japan. Nom ore is it 
the Red Army that is to fight to maintain Soviet China. (We shall not here go into 
the weakness of Soviet China which was based on the dezeat of the Chinese working 
class in the Chiang-Kai Shek adventures.) At any rate now the Soviet system is abol- 
ishedfor a policy of bringing together the Chinese revolutionary forces with any 
landlord who will fight the Japanese. The property of such landlords becones inviol- 
ate - in other words, the olass struggle within the nation is abandoned. But no 
imperiziist aggressorcan be defeated this way. This is another Chiang Kai Shek exper- 
iment under a new form. Meanwhile the dissolution of China goes on apace. The whole 
northern region up to Outer Mongolia is in thehands of Japan. Theinternal weakness 
of the country is its great stuubling block. 


4. New Vietoriesin Spain 


Sinee the left victories in February, the Spanish revolution continues to nove 
forward. Continued pressure is exerted by the Marxist elements upon Premier Azana and 
he is following the left. The fasoist grouping, Fallanga Bspagnola, had been disbande 
and conservative army officers dismissed. The principal demand which the left raised 
in the elections- the freeing of political prisoners to the numbers of 30,000, ‘:nblud 
ing some prinoipel leaders of the workers - has been accompisihed. Yorkers discharged 
for revolutionar; activities are reinstated. A bill to redistribute land holdings is 
enacted, thus legalizing the seizures which the peasants had already made of the land 


It is less than a year and a half since the Spanish revolution was severely 
defected in its October uprising. It prevented a final defeat by the policy of 
guerilla warfare which has been carried on fron the beginning both by the syndical- 
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ist and communist workers in the cities and ths peasants on numerous countrysides. 

The forees of reaetion were strengthened in the October defeat, but the workers force ~ 
eventually became strengthened also. At last the Spanish workers have learned the 
lesson of unity. The February eleotions for the first time brought about a united 
front of Socialists and Communists. Not merely this, but anarcio-syndicalist and 

even anarcuist elements voted, realizing that an election victory was necessary to 
defeat Gil Robles. However, this was no mere parliamentarian victory The viottry 

at the poles was backed ur by the pressure of mass direct action both before and 

after the election. Pcrmanent united front groups have been formed not only of 
Communists and Socialists, but of syndicalists as well, in the dfense united fronts. 


Big land-owning capital, industrial and finance capital are still masters in 
Spain. But “ascisn lies been held at bay onee more by the strong arms of the workers 
and peasantS. Now is the opportunity to push forward, to raise nore and more demands. 
to continue the unification of the struggle, not meraly anong the hitherto contending 
working class forces, but emong different sections of the country waich previously 
acted at cross-purposes. Fas cism is never in every case inevitable, and the 
Spanish revolution has proved this to the hilt. 


"HY WE ARE LATE THIS TIME 


The Class Struggle has been obliged to miss four issues, due to the expense 
and difficulty of removing our national center from New York to Chicago. “his is the 
baggest gap we have had since we started publication in 1931, and we trust it will 
never be repeated. “e ask our friends and subscribers to continue helping us to 
enable the paper to come out regularly, and to maintain its usual high standards. 


Other literature published by the Communist League of Struggle. 


The Struggle of the Unemployed ......  .s+.--..-l0oents 

The Struggle for Negro Emancipation........-++- 10 cents 
The Ptruggle for Communisn.......6. eereereesss 15 cents 
Communism and the Social Order........+.-+.--+- 5 cents 


For a New Communist International.......cecsers 10 cents 


